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Thrift shop is having to bargain with staft shortages

By FINN HARTNETT
Staff writer

The unassuming St. Luke Aux-
iliary Shoppe operates differently
from every other store in Marion.

It is open only two days a week,
and even then, only for half a day.

Still, it is facing an uphill battle
finding enough staff to keep it op-
erational.

The shop sells a hodgepodge of
donated items dirt cheap. Blue jeans
hover around $3 and can go as low
as 50 cents, while baseball caps are
a quarter each. Profits go exclusive-
ly to St. Luke Hospital.

Most uniquely, the shop is staffed
entirely by volunteers, most of them
seniors, who have worked tirelessly
to turn itinto arguably the most suc-
cessful retailer in town.

St. Luke Auxiliary was formed
in 1973 to raise money for Mari-
on’s hospital.

The thrift shop is newer. It opened
on the north side of Main St.in 2005
before relocating to its current site
in 2013.

By 2023, the auxiliary shop had
raised more than $1 million for the
hospital. With many items selling for
lessthan a dollar, it was a remarkable
accomplishment.

The only real decor the white-
walled store possesses isa banner in-
forming shoppers of this fact, though
it is, of course, outdated; the num-
ber these days is more than $1.2 mil-
lion.

“Alot oflocal people come in, par-
ticularly families with small chil-
dren,” treasurer Peggy Blackman

said. “Saturday mornings, you can’t
find a parking place, because we get
people in from everywhere. The lake
hasbeenabighelp. Therearealot of
people from thelake that have homes
or cabins and get visitors in.”

The shop relies on a mass of vol-
unteers to operate each week.

Fourteen work as cashier-bag-
ger duos. The store places one per-
son at each register solely to bag. It
may look a bit silly on slow days but
improves transaction speed signif-
icantly when the store is busy. An-
other group remains in the back of
the store, pricing, organizing, and
cleaning donations.

Betty Johnson, a frequent volun-
teer, used a metal rod to scrape grime
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On a busy Friday, volunteer Betty Johnson ¢
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leans the bottom of a donated

shoe in the back of St. Luke Auxiliary Shoppe.
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Logs pile up at a bridge on 230th Rd. east of Turkey Creek Rd. A quarter of the bridge’s approach also has washed away.

Logjams devastate county bridges

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

Torrential rains and flooding June 17 to 18
have severely threatened at least four county
bridges, but the county may be eligible for a grant
to pay for clearing the jams.

Commissioners voted Monday to allow road
and bridges employees to apply for a Natural
Resources Conservation grant that might cov-
er 75% of the cost.

Administrative assistant Doug Kjellin told
commissioners that the county could meet its

required 25% contribution as an in-kind con-
tribution, requiring no cash outlay.

Kjellin said grants might be available through
the Flood Control Act or the Agricultural Credit
Act. He expects to find out within 30 days and,
if grants are available, learn whether the county
would receive them within 120 days.

The worst of the damage is on Goldenrod
Rd. an eighth of a mile north of 290th Rd. and
on 230th Rd. an eighth of a mile east of Turkey
Creek Rd., but other locations also have log-
jams, Kjellin said.

Not only are logs stacked up at the bridges.
On 230th Rd., nearly a quarter of the approach
to the bridge has washed away, leaving a chasm
several feet wide all the way to the pilings of the
bridge. The road remains closed.

Accumulated limbs and other debris must be
removed before repairs are made to safeguard
lives and property, Kjellin said.

“There’s no use doing repairs until we get rid
of those sticks,” he said.

After they are removed, the logs will have to
be burned and their ashes buried, he said.

Hillsboro
crime rate
is double
county’s

But both rates are
significantly below
state average

By ERIC MEYER
Staff writer

Hillsboro’s crime rate last year was more
than double that of the rest of Marion Coun-
ty, according to data released Monday by
Kansas Bureau of Investigation.

But both it and the county as a whole
had crime rates substantially below state
averages.

In 2024, Hillsboro reported 18.3 crimes
per 1,000 residents, nearly twice the 9.9
crimes per 1,000 residents reported for the
county as a whole.

Statewide, the crime rate was more than
double the county’s rate — 23.3 crimes per
1,000 residents, down from 27.0in 2023 and
the lowest recorded in 20 years.

Of the 49 crimes reported last year in
Hillsboro, seven were violent — a rape and
six aggravated assaults or batteries. The re-
maining crimes were property offenses —

three burglaries, 37 thefts, and two vehi-
cle thefts.
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Peabody finally
picks new chief

By FINN HARTNETT
Staff writer
After three separate executive sessions
in a meeting that stretched over two hours,
Peabody City County voted Monday to ap-
point Matthew Neal police chief.
Neal has been retired for a year from his
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Lacy Westmoland has installed a four-foot wire

fence around the front of her property. She
wants an even taller fence to protect her and
her shih zhu, Charlie, against loose dogs.

Loose, aggressive pets a dogged issue

By FINN HARTNETT
Staff writer

Loose dogs are a difficult issue
to discuss. Butlike wind farmsand
DUTSs, theissue is persistent, an itch
that won’t go away.

Two weeks ago, five separate in-
cidents involving loose dogs were
reported by police in Marion and
Hillsboro.

Two more loose dogs were re-
ported in Hillsboro last week, with
one being described as “aggres-
sive.”

Marion has had 47 dog-related
calls, 15 loose dog pickups, and 2
dog bites so far this year, interim
police chief Zach Hudlin said.

MY ‘{hﬂﬂ \S'Eﬁ EB‘R YOUR

A homemade sign on Westmoland's property informs dog own-
ers of the rules.

Westmoland recently built a
four-foot-tall wire fence around
the front yard of her trailer to pre-
vent loose dogs from entering.

She now wants to build a taller
one, arguing that the fence has of-
fered little protection for her and
her shih tzu, Charlie.

However, she has been prevent-
ed from doing so by city zoning
rules, which allow a maximum
height of four feet on front-yard
fences.

“How is a four foot fence go-
ing to stop a dog?” she said. “Peo-
ple aren’t taking responsibility for
their animals.”

Westmoland has history with
dogs. She was seriously injured in

Stray dogs also are common-
place in Peabody, which until this
week had no police force.

Multiple Peabody residents have
expressed fear and discontent with
the animals.

“Why s this constantly happen-
ing?” one wrote in May. “Makes me

worried to let my grandson out-
side in my yard.”

Loose dogs come and go in
waves, Hudlin said.

“Some weeks it seems like you're
constantly on dog calls, and then
you'll go a couple of months with-
out seeing any,” he said.

Marion resident Lacy Westmo-
land, for one, has had enough.

“Thave dogs jumping over fenc-
es, sitting on my porch,” Westmo-
land said. “T have aggressive dogs
trying to attack my dog. I've lived
in this trailer for 20 years. I've nev-
er had so many issues.”

March 2024 after being attacked
by a pit bull in Wichita.

“There were two dogs involved,”
she said. “One went after my little
dog. I got my dog out of its mouth.
Then the other dog launched at me,
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Don’t let it become
‘that’s the way it was’

Cronkite shocked the world when he
closed his first-ever half-hour nation-
wide newscast.

Instead of saying “and that’s the way it is,”
as he did for the next two decades, he end-
ed with: “That’s the news. Be sure to check
your local newspapers tomorrow to get all
the details on the headlines we are deliver-
ing to you.”

CBS was horrified, and Cronkite quick-
ly relented. Still, the person who epitomized
news through one of the most turbulent
times in American history continued to be-
lieve that, for democracy to function, citi-
zens needed to be informed beyond the brief
snatches of information available in some-
thing as short as a half-hour newscast.

Imagine how horrified he would be to-
day to see citizens getting most if not all of
their information not from the brief head-
lines of half-hour newscasts or even the less
thorough, more biased views of comics and
talking heads on late-night TV but from
one- or two-line blips of pseudo-informa-
tion posted by who-knows-who on anti-so-
cial media.

As we approach July Fourth, we're re-
minded not only of the freedoms American
democracy allows but also of the responsi-
bilities it demands. Keeping informed —
fully informed, not just getting all atwitter
about some spin spewing forth from your
cell phone — is every bit as necessary to con-
tinued democracy as are the valiant sacrific-
es our courageous military personnel make
in times of war.

When our founding fathers were craft-
ing the Constitution for the world’s first suc-
cessful democracy, it wasn’t “one big, beau-
tiful bill.” It was something average citizens
debated and discussed in detail after being
informed by such things as 85 essays in the
“Federalist Papers.”

Compare that to the 85 or more flames
you'll see on Facebook, Instagram, or X any-
time we publish anything that even vague-
ly mentions some hot-button issue. No one’s
minds are changed, in part because their
minds have been so starved of actual infor-
mation that they cannot function in ways
other than to repeat meaningless slogans.

Those who think their time enjoying fam-
ily life is more valuable than learning about
how democracy lets that to happen deserve
neither democracy nor the family enjoy-
ment it allows.

That’s why we were horrified last week to
learn of the cavalier manner in which Mar-
ion County residents were dealing with a
legislative vacancy. In the end, only one cit-
izen came forward to try to join the depleted
group of precinct committee members who
will select our next legislator. And she had to
battle bureaucratic reluctance and practically
threaten legal action to be included.

We also were saddened last week to learn
that Hillsboro Free Press — which earlier
admitted it wasn’t a full-service newspaper
— was abandoning even the “newspaper”
name and beginning to call itself a “shop-
per” publication.

We understand the challenges publish-
er Joey Young faced in trying to publish a
“free” newspaper in Marion County. Heand
his staff do a great job producing tradition-
al, paid-circulation papers elsewhere. But
with fewer and fewer local businesses, and
more and more of them having to get per-
mission from distant owners to advertise,
the only way a newspaper can survive is on
contributions from readers in the form of
subscriptions.

A “free” newspaper, especially one that
isn’t full service, does a disservice to democ-

SIXTY—THREE YEARS AGO, Walter

racy by allowing readers to wrongly believe
they get all the news they need from it. Jo-
ey, to his great credit, understood this, and
we’re certain it figured at least in part in his
decision to transform the Free Press into a
“shopper.”

Newspapers face other challenges, as well
— a U.S. Postal Service that continually in-
creases its rates, as it is doing this very week,
by far more than the rate of inflation and a
general reluctance among young journalists
to relocate to unfamiliar rural areas.

We consider ourselves considerably lucky
to have been able to hire Finn Hartnett, who
hails from Tribeca in lower Manhattan and
graduated from the University of Chicago,
to join our staff a year ago.

For Finn, working in Marion is like for-
mer Marion High School valedictorian Em-
my Hess’ decision to spend a year in the jun-
gles of Guatemala. It’s a gap year of service,
motivated in part by his desire to contribute
toa small, locally owned newspaper with tra-
ditional journalistic values and special needs
after being illegally raided by police.

We won't be able to keep Finn much lon-
ger. Like the Wichita Wind Surge, small
community newspapers are a farm system
for the nation’s bigger news organizations.
Sometimes you can find someone local to
help out, as Joey did with Laura Paulus Fowl-
er, but her departure also was a key element
in the decision to transform the Free Press.

We'll try our best to avoid being forced to
cut back when Finn departs and our three
full-time team members staffers over the
age of 65 finally begin to retire, but it will
be challenging.

Journalism is not a business for those
with thin skins or weak hearts. We're con-
stantly cussed out, accused of “fake news,”
portrayed as biased, and lumped togeth-
er with all those non-journalist spinmeis-
ters on late-night TV, in blogs, and on an-
ti-social media.

We don'teven have the “butyoureon TV”
allure than allows such places aslocal TV sta-
tions to pay their journalists what in some
cases is less than half what we have to pay.

Some politicians — particularly those too
obsessed with enjoying family life to seek
out and study full information needed for
democracy — might disagree.

But a corollary to the adage “show me a
beloved newspaperman and I'll show you a
sh**y newspaper,” is the adage that news-
papers and communities tend to rise or fall
with the same tide.

An informed citizenry leads to an en-
lightened and progressive community. A
community that insists on never examin-
ing itself honestly in the mirror that jour-
nalism provides ends up growing unkempt
and sickly.

Public TV and radio, where our former
reporter, Alex Simone, now works in New
York State, has it right. Subscriptions are
like donations to democracy, and ads not
only help sell goods and services; they also
support democracy and should be consid-
ered at least in part to be underwriting, not
just advertising.

Ifrural communities such as ours under-
stand and appreciate that, we’ll be confront-
ed with fewer things like the Free Press be-
coming a shopper or dailies in towns like
Salina, McPherson, Newton, El Dorado, and
Abilene becoming mere shadows of their
former selves.

This Independence Day, all of us need to
remember that independence depends on
information. Supporting institutions that
professionally provide information is a fire-
cracker of an idea.

— ERIC MEYER
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Another Day in the Country

Going downhill

By PAT WICK
Another Day in the Country

THE THINGI'vedreaded
most about aging is the
“going downhill” phe-
nomenon.

Itisn’'tgood news: thelook in
people’s eyes when they lower
their voice, look away discrete-
ly, and say to a person next to
them, “I'm afraid she’s going
downhill”

Going downhill, it seems to
me, should be and always has
been a joyous thing.

Riding a bike, for instance.
There’s nothing quite as great
as going downbhill. It’s like fly-
ing. You might have exhausted
yourself climbing that hill, but
the minute you hit the crest, it’s
free sailing — exhilaratingand
so much fun.

I still love driving long,
straight Kansas roads, where
you can see rolling hills com-
ing in the distance.

When we’d come over the
crest of a hill, my dad would
speed up so that coming down
the other side was so exciting
your heart dropped deliciously
into the pit of your stomach and
you had to catch your breath.

How did going downhill get
associated with dying?

Throughout my life, I've
been pretty careful with my
body. I was raised with the no-
tion that the bodyis sacred, and
because it houses the breath of
life, it’s synonymous with an in-
dwelling holiness and so should
be treated with great respect.

Maybe because of that up-
bringing, good genetics, or
luck, I haven’t had much sick-
ness, no traumatic illness, on-
ly one minor broken bone. My
immune system is miraculous,
and I give thanks that bodies
heal and repair themselves ev-
ery day.

Then, January came around,
and things changed. They
weren’t big things, but I knew
my body was battling some-
thing. Some disease definitely
was cropping up, and theloca-
tion seemed to move around.

One week it would be my
lungs. That wasn’t anything
new; asthma runsin our fam-
ily. We know what to do to help
it heal.

Then, suddenly, something
was wrong somewhere else.

There were carpal tunnel
problems — something I'd nev-
er had in my life. Thadn’t been
onacomputer and couldn’t fig-
ure out any logical reason why

Letters o ooz

suddenly my wrists were pain-
ful, swollen, and didn’t work.
Of course, I Googled it.

Wrists! We should give
thanks for those little hinges
every hour on the hour. When
wrists stop functioning, 90%
of your freedom is gone. Wrists
are even more vital than knees
in my book.

At times like these, I rustle
up every natural remedy I know
of — giving my wrists support,
cold packs, and massage, trying
to figure out what I have done
to cause this malady.

Thankfully, slowly, the
wrists got better.

How many weeks are in
three months? Twelve! And
every week or so there was
something new happening in
my body.

Early on, I wondered if it
was COVID, but I tested, and
it wasn’t. Was I going down-
hill?

For sure, it didn’t feel like
after you'd hiked up a hill and
now could go down anincline.
That would be a relief.

This succession of weeks
felt more like a long slog, and
just about the time I thought
I could see light at the end of
the tunnel, the power would
go down.

During this three-month
siege of strange maladies, I gath-
ered tools to help me cope.

I felt like a walking first-
aid kit. Already I carried over-
sized bandages and disinfec-
tant in case some tree branch,
riser at a ballgame, or shop-
ping cart touched me just the
wrong way and barked off my
fragile skin.

Talready had aninhaler that
goes wherever I go, but nowIal-
sohad a nebulizer at my house,
cold packs and wrist braces,
ibuprofen, Ace bandages, and
long-sleeved shirts.

I'was telling a friend who is
a trained acupuncturist about
the perplexing set of maladies
I'd been dealing with.

“Something is triggering
infections in different parts of
my body,” I said. “I don’t un-
derstand it. Is this just old age
catching up with me? Is this
whatIshould expect from here
onout?”

“In Chinese medicine,” Wil-
low replied, “they say that your
immune system islike a power-
ful dragon coming to your res-
cue. Let’s call upon that in our
session today.”

A couple of days later, I had

an appointment with my fa-
vorite dentist for some minor
procedure.

When I arrived, he said,
“Bad news. Your X-rays show
that your root canal is infect-
ed, and that tooth needs to be
removed.”

Instead of being chagrined,
I was excited.

Could that be the explana-
tion for all the weird things that
have been happening to me?

Sure enough, all the pes-
Ky maladies, the omnipresent
aches and pains surfacing at
random, stopped once that in-
fected tooth was gone.

I'd never dreamed that an
infected tooth could be so pow-
erful. It hadn’t even registered
that I still had one root ca-
nal in my mouth. No nerves
in the tooth meant no tooth-
ache warning me something
was very wrong.

I'vetold you thislong, mean-
dering tale to encourage you all
to take care of your teeth.

So many times, especially as
we age, our teeth get neglect-
ed. Ididn’t grow up flossing.
That’s been the hardest habit
to establish. I brush every day,
but it’s a new concept to brush
more than once adayand anew
skill to get flossing down — all
something my grandson does
without prompting as part of
his routine on another day in
the country.
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Deporting the arts

To the editor:

That $800,000 that was ear-
marked for Sunflower Theatre
in Peabody as part of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts
will now be redirected to the
Chicago field office for ICE,
just down the road in Cotton-
wood Falls.

Andwe'rejustin Act 1 of this
comedic tragedy. Can’t wait for
the intermission!

Thane Schwartz
Marion

The middle class

To the editor:

The middle classis the back-
bone of our country.

It is the source of economic
growth. Itis the primary source
of an educated workforce as well
as the primary source of con-

sumers. That stable consumer
base drives investment.

The middle class is neces-
sary for innovation. It is a bas-
tion of civic engagement, im-
proving our local communi-
ties and communities across
the United States. It promotes
education and other long-term
investment.

But the middle classhasbeen
decreasing in size. It fell from
61% in 1971 to 50% in 2021.
Simultaneously, the upper-in-
come tier increased from 14%
in 1971 to 21% in 2021.

While incomes of the mid-
dle class have risen by 50%, it
is disproportionate to those of
the upper-income households,
which have risen by 69%.

Although we're told the cur-
rent Republican Party stands
for ordinary citizens standing
up to powerful elites, the Bud-
get Reconciliation Bill (a/k/a
the “One Big Beautiful Bill”)
being considered in the Sen-

ate is the most regressive, least
populist policy package in 40
years.

Besides tax cuts to benefit
therich, it targets spending cuts
that hurt mostly middle- and
low-income families.

It would reduce income
among the poorest 20% of
Americans by 3.8% while also
increasing the income of the
richest 20% by 3.7%, which
is a range of 7.5 percentage
points.

Cuts made in President
Trump’s first term amounted
to a difference of 2.5 points,
with the poorest 20% having
a0.4% increase in income and
the richest 20% having a 2.9%
increase.

President Bush’s tax cuts in
2001 resulted in increased in-
come for the poorest 20% by an
average 0.5% and for the rich-
est 20% by 3.2%, amounting to
a difference of 2.7 points.

Weakening the middle class

further will not make America
great again.

Please contact Senator Mo-
ranat (202) 224-6521 and Sen-
ator Roger Marshall at (202)
224-4774 and ask them to op-
pose this bill if you haven’t al-
ready.

Kathy L. Fox
Council Grove

Term limits

To the editor:

It seems almost every time
read the Marion County Record,
I'see some news article or opin-
ion piece that either pertains to
the governor of Kansas or to a
governor of another state.

Since this is 2025, and the
2026 gubernatorial election is
still more than a year away;, this
would be a golden opportuni-
ty for the Kansas Legislature
to enact term limits for future
governors.

I have nothingagainst Laura
Kelly or some of those who pre-
ceded her, such as Bill Graves
and Sam Brownback, who were
elected to two terms. Thave met
both of them.

The oldest living former gov-
ernor of Kansas, John Carlin,
was elected to two terms. He
concluded his second term in
January, 1987. By that August,
he was my professor at Wichi-
ta State University.

I must say I learned a lot in
his class. He was rigorous and
insisted on excellence in all his
students. I can vouch for that.
He was my most distinguished
professor at WSU. I like him.

That being said, I am afraid
that Kansas can do better than
“geriatric politics.” With all due
respect, Laura Kelly is 75 years
old. Even Catholic bishops are
required to tender their resig-
nations at age 75. I approve of
that.

True, some people are

blessed with good health, and
some people aren’t. Neverthe-
less, Kansas is not a small state.
Nor is America a small coun-
try. We have a population that
would easily enable greater
turnover.

Sadly, many people don’t
run for elective office for fear
they or their families’ lives will
be put through a gristmill of
dirty politics and stilted me-
dia tainted by big money or big
name recognition.

I feel we must break that ce-
lebrity cycle in elections. Fur-
thermore, I think future Kan-
sas governors would do better if
they didn’t have to worry about
the yoke of re-election.

There would be fewer incen-
tives for lobbyists, and gover-
nors would be forced to make
their mark and get out.

Publicservice wasn't intend-
ed to be a lifelong career. Let
them go back to private life in-
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Eighth-grader Caden Ackland explores Wholesale Fireworks in Marion.

Fuse lit for firework stores

By FINN HARTNETT
Staff writer

With the Fourth of July just around
the corner, seasonal fireworks stores have
shot into life like a roman candle.

In Peabody, The Boom Box opened
this week on the corner of 9th and Wal-
nut Sts.

In Hillsboro, Charlie’s Fireworks
opened on W D St., next to the city
pool.

Marion has seen two shops open: NF
Explosions next to D and J Liquor on E.
Main St., and the Wholesale Fireworks
tent at Main and Ist St.

It is the eighth year of running the
blue-and-white wholesale tent for Allison
Shults and her husband, Darrel.

“It’salot of work, but it’s fun to see the
kids comein,” Shults said. “We have alot
of repeat customers.”

Eighth-grader Caden Ackland parked
his bike next to the tent and wandered in-
to the store Tuesday afternoon.

“ImKkind of new here,” he said. “Moved
a couple weeks ago.”

Ackland explained that his family
had moved to the county after his fa-
ther was hired as superintendent of Cen-
tre schools.

The fireworks he wants to buy this
year will depend on his budget, Ackland
said.

“I would say 200-gram cakes are the
smallest you can get,” he said. “T'm try-

B e o o - 2
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Peabody’s 104th annual ground
display fireworks extravaganza may be
the most dramatic display in the coun-
ty, but it’s not the only fireworks show
people can see this weekend.

Ramona and Marion County Fire
DistrictNo. 3 willhave ameal of ham-
burgers and hot dogs, chips, and bev-
erage for a free will donation at 6:30
p.m. Friday. A fireworks show put on
by firefighters will begin after dusk.

Marion County Park and Lake will

Displays set for weekend

get into the act Saturday. The event
will begin with a cruise around the
lake 7 p.m. Live music by the Wheat
State Revival band will begin at 7:30
p-m. at the beach. Fireworks will be-
gin after dark.

On Sunday, Aulne Bible Church
will have an annual ice cream social
and fireworks display. A program will
begin at 7 p.m. It will be followed by
an ice cream social. Fireworks will
begin at dark.

ing to go for smaller ones, because I've
noticed that although they look small,
they’re breaking a lot bigger.”

Ackland highlighted a ten-shot, pur-
ple-and-gold willow cake called “Wild
Wild Willows” as one he was interested
in picking up.

The Shultses are contracted by Whole-
sale Fireworks, a large chain with loca-
tions in Kansas, Missouri, Pennsylvania,
Mississippi and West Virginia.

“It started when my kids were in school
as fundraisers for different things they
were involved in,” Allison Shults said.

Last July was rainy, Shults recalled;
storms knocked over their tent when they
first tried to set it up.

“Luckily, we weren’t stocked,” she
said.

The Fourth also fell on a Thursday in
2024, which meant sales were down.

This year, with the Fourth on a Friday
and sunny weather for most of the week,
Shults is expecting better business.

“T can handle the wind blowing stuff
off the tables,” she said. “As long as it’s
not raining.”

Both Shults and her husband work in
the Marion school system.

Shults said she planned to use this
year’s proceeds to buy supplies for her
second and third grade special-ed class-
rooms.

Ex-athlete to plead in double fatality

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

A Tabor football player who crashed
his car south of Hillsboro, killing two pas-
sengers, has reached a plea agreement in
a criminal case filed against him.

At the time of the accident Feb. 27,
2022, Jonathan M. Medina was a 22-year-
old, 5-foot-11, 170-pound freshman full-
back from Arlington High School in Riv-
erside, California.

Medina’s 2001 Toyota 4Runner left
Indigo Rd. pm Feb. 27. 2022, at a correc-
tion jog south of Hillsboro Feb. 27,2022,
overturned against an embankment, and
burst into flames.

Passengers, Chris]. Castillo, 22, of Tu-

stin, California, and JohnethonJ. Aviles,
23, of Paso Robles, California, who also
were football players, died at the scene.

Hillsboro ambulance took Medina to
Wesley Medical Center, Wichita.

Medina was not charged until nearly
three years after the accident. On Jan. 27,
he was charged with two counts of invol-
untary manslaughter while driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs.

County Attorney Michelle Brown said
her predecessor, Joel Ensey, did not file
charges, but Mothers Against Drunk
Drivers complained, so she filed charges
after he left office.

Details of Medina’s plea agreement

are not yet available in court files, nor is
arecommended sentence.

Arraignment, when Medina would be
expected to enter his plea on the charg-
es, is scheduled for Tuesday.

Brown said she was not requesting
prison time because Medina is now quad-
riplegic.

Lasandra Aviles, presumably a relative
of one of the victims, filed suit against Me-
dina in July 2023.

Johnson County court records do not
show the petition against Medina, so La-
sandra Aviles’ relationship to Johnethon
J. Aviles is not known.

The case there was dismissed three
months ago for lack of prosecution.

County
names new
interim
EMS chiet

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

After servingasambulance
director for a year and inter-
im director repeated times,
Chuck Kenney is glad coun-
ty commissioners appointed a
new interim ambulance direc-
tor Monday.

Commissioners appointed
paramedic Mickey Price, a su-
pervisor in the department, as
interim director.

Price has worked for the de-
partment for nine years and is
a full-time employee.

“I'm hoping to do a good
job for the citizens of Marion
County,” Price said.

He is uncertain whether he
would consider becoming per-
manent department head.

“I would be open to it, but
there are some things we would
have to talk about,” Price said.

The county has hired five
ambulance directors in seven
years.

Kenney was interim direc-
tor after Travis Parmley re-
signed in July, 2022. Parmley’s
resignation came after weeks

of contention over the depart-
ment’s policy on transferring
patients needing care at larg-
er hospitals.

The next permanent di-
rector, Kurt Hasart, spent 10
months on the job, then re-
signed in September, 2023,
while under investigation for
not disclosing pending crimi-
nal charges against him when
he got his Kansas license —
which he later lost.

Kenney again was appoint-
ed interim director. Hebecame
permanent director in Octo-
ber, 2023.

After a year as director, he
resigned last September but of-
fered to remain as interim di-
rector until a new director was
found.

He spent seven months as
interim director.

A new director, Kyle Burtch,
was hired in April, but with-
drew before he put in his first
day of work.

Kenney continued as inter-
im director.

Jail suicide case spurs
closed-door session

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

Kansas City lawyer Kevin
Case met with county commis-
sioners behind closed doors to
discuss a wrongful death suit
filed after a Marion woman
committed suicide in jail Dec.
5,2020.

Julie Starks had been arrest-
ed on suspicion of criminal de-
privation of a motor vehicle,
battery on a law enforcement
officer, and disorderly conduct
by then-Marion police officer
Steven Janzen. Starks hanged
herself with her shoelaces that
night.

Her mother, Kathy Parrish,
filed suit Sept. 15,2022, against
the city and the county on be-
half of Starks’ two children.

In the suit, Parrish contend-
ed that both Marion police and
the sheriff’s office knew Starks
had ahistory of mentalillness,
substance abuse, and suicide at-
tempts, but jailers did not put
her on suicide watch. The suit

further contended that jail-
ers failed to take away Starks’
belt and shoelaces and failed
to properly monitor her.

The suit claims that the sher-
iff’s office mishandled Starks’
death by having an inmate
not trained in CPR perform it
on Starks, lied about who per-
formed CPR, and failed to prop-
erly notify emergency medical
services, resulting in a 39-min-
ute delay in treatment.

Parrish settled with the
City of Marion for $15,000.
She dismissed the suit in Mar-
ion County and filed a new suit
in Sedgwick County against
Sherift Jeff Soyez and Marion
County.

A Sedgwick County district
judge ruled in February, 2024,
that Marion County was the
proper venue for the case, and
the case was reinstated in Mari-
on County District Court.

Trial is scheduled for Oct.
61t09.

Marion may seek

bigger tax levy

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

Marion City Council mem-
bers got a tutorial on creating
a budget Monday, and it ap-
pears the city will announce
plans to exceed the revenue
neutral rate.

Accountant Scot Loyd
brought a sample budget based
on last year’s city budget and
went over it with council mem-
bers. He said he assumed the
city would set a revenue neutral
budget, butif council members
wanted to exceed revenue neu-
tral, they must take a number
of special steps.

July 20 is the last day to no-
tify the county clerk of intent
to levy above revenue neutral
ratesand provide the clerk with
a proposed tax rate and hear-
ing dates.

The clerk will notify taxpay-
ers by mail or email of all tax-
ing subdivisions exceeding the
revenue neutral rate at least 10
days before to the first budget
hearing in the county.

A public hearing must be
held between Aug. 20 and Sept.
20, and the date must be pub-

lished 10 days prior to the hear-
ing.

Ifthe city passes a resolution
to exceed the revenue neutral
rate before it adopts a budget,
it then can formally adopt the
budget any time after the res-
olution is passed.

The budget must be certi-
fied and provided to the clerk
by Oct. 1.

Revenue would increase
$9,400 if the city keptlast year’s
mill, he said.

“I think we should give no-
tice that we will exceed the rev-
enue neutral rate just because,”
Mayor Mike Powers told coun-
cil members.

Loyd said the council had
done nothing to the budget so
far and had much work to do
before it will be finished.

“That definitely was just the
first round,” Loyd said.

Council members asked
Loyd to talk about the budget
process with them because City
Administrator Bryan Wells is
new to working in Kansas,
Loyd said.

STAFF PHOTO BY FINN HARTNETT

Hillsboro and Mennonite Housing officials break ground south of Dollar General for the city’s newest housing devel-

opment.

Ground broken at housing project

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

Ground was broken Tuesday for a
Hillsboro housing development a year
and a half in the making.

Orchard Ridge will be a 24-unit af-
fordable-housing project south of Dol-
lar General.

It is being developed by Mennonite
Housing, a non-profit organization in
Wichita.

When completed, the project will con-
sist of 12 duplex units that will be rent-

ed at below-market rent to families with
household income no more than 80% of
the town’s median.

Duplexes will be two- and three-bed-
room units, each with a garage, built in
an energy-efficient manner and includ-
ing all appliances.

The development will have a play-
ground, basketball court, and a covered
seating area.

Council members donated theland to
Mennonite Housing in December, 2023,
and Mennonite Housing received $2 mil-

lion in tax credits toward the $9.2 million
project from Kansas Housing Corp.

“Our community is very excited for
this project,” Mayor Lou Thurston said.
“We're addressing a big area of need with-
in our community. Mennonite Housing
hasbeen an outstanding partner, and we
look forward to a long, prosperous col-
laboration.”

More information is available at www.
mhrsi.org or (316) 942-4848.
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Ellie and Zach Winsor sit in Central Park shade Thursday, selling snow cones and stickers. Ellie wants to make enough mon-
ey to buy a truck when she reaches high school. “I come out here almost every day during summer,” she said. She recom-
mended the cotton-candy flavored snow cone.

Deaths

Willie Ensz

Services for Willie Ensz, 91,
who died Sunday at Bethesda
Home in Goessel, will be 11
a.m. Tuesday at Hillsboro Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Pastor Margaret Johnson
will officiate. Relatives will
receive friends 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Monday at Jost Funeral Home,
Hillsboro.

Born Dec. 16, 1933, to Abe
and Margaret (Nikkel) Ensz, he
married Marilyn Wiens on Ju-
ly 29, 1954, in Hillsboro.

She survives along with
son Scott Ensz. Sons Rick and
Kelley Ensz preceded him in
death.

Memorials have been es-
tablished with the church, the
nursing home, and Communi-
ty Care Hospice.

A complete obituary is
planned for next week’s pa-
per.

Evelyn Regier

Services for Evelyn Regier,
90, who died June 24 at Hills-
boro Community Hospital,
were Saturday at Hillsboro
Mennonite Brethren Church.

Born Sept. 5, 1934, to Har-
ryand Salome (Claassen) Funk,
she married Jack Regier on Oct.
14,1951, in Hillsboro. He died
in 2018.

Survivors include sons Rex
Regier of rural Hillsboro and
Gene Regier of Garden Plain,
daughter Cheri Shrum of Wich-
ita, sister Marlene Kroeker of
Hillsboro, five grandchildren,
10 great-grandchildren, and a
great-great-grandchild.

A memorial hasbeen estab-
lished with the church.

Jerry Suderman

Services for rural Hillsboro
farmer and stockman Jerry D.
Suderman, 80, who died June
18 at his home, will be 3 p.m.
July 12 at the Big Shed Birth-
ing Suiteat his farm, 1333 Kan-
zaRd.

Visitation willbe 5to 7 p.m.

July 11 as Jost Funeral Home,
Hillsboro.

Born July 9, 1944, to Leon
and Ruby (Grunau) Suder-
man, he was raised with three
siblings on his family’s farm
south of Hillsboro and grad-
uated in 1962 from Hillsboro
High School.

In addition to farming, he
raised and sold club animals,
starting with a small flock of
Hampshire sheep and eventual-
lyincluding showlambs, calves,
and pigs and greyhounds for
coyote hunting.

IN MEMORIAM

EXPANDED EULOGIES

“In Memoriam” listings are expanded
paid obituaries, phrased as the family re-
quests, and may include enhanced infor-
mation or photographs that might not fit
within free death notices.

Gene Schimpf

Gene Schimpf

A celebration oflife for Gene
Schimpf, 78, who passed away
peacefully in a hospital Satur-
day, June 21, 2025, with family
and friends at his side, will be
scheduled later.

Born in Hillsboro to Ezra
and Kathryn (Heiser) Schimpf,
Gene spent his childhood in
Marion, where he attended
Marion High School.

A natural athlete, he played
basketballand football through-
out his high school years.

After graduating, he attend-
ed Kansas State University and
Pittsburg State University. His
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competitive nature allowed
him to enjoy playing football
at both universities.

On Aug. 14,1968, Gene mar-
ried his high school sweetheart,
Connie Jost.

Gene’s career with Ford Mo-
tor Co. took him and his fam-
ily to various locations in the
United States.

His daughter, Stephanie, of-
ten would ask: “Daddy, when
do we get to move again?”

After retirement from Ford,
Gene and Connie moved to
Black Mountain, North Car-
olina.

Gene loved the Blue Ridge
Mountains, where he helped
build their mountain home,
which they enjoyed for 20
years.

Together, they shared many
wonderful years filled with love,
laughter, adventures, and cher-
ished memories.

When they left the moun-
tain, they moved to Givens
Highland Farms retirement vil-
lage in Black Mountain. Gene
soon became involved at Givens
Highland Farms with various
committees and activities.

Gene was a man of deep
faith, being an active member
of the Black Mountain Pres-
byterian Church. He served as
an elder and a deacon and on
the church’s endowment, per-
sonnel, and property commit-
tees.

He was also known for his
active involvement and enjoyed
the prison ministry of Kari-
os. For many years, he partic-
ipated, led, and sponsored at-
tendees to Emmaus, a spiritu-
al retreat.

He always was guided by
the principle of doing the right
things for the right reasons and
was greatly respected by all.

Gene was aloyal member of
Black Mountain Kiwanis Club,
where he served as president.

Genehadapassion thatstart-
ed at an early age and contin-

ued until retirement for build-
ing and working on cars.

He had a knack for fixing
things and an even greater gift
for light-hearted mischief — es-
pecially when it came to teas-
ing friends and relatives, a pas-
time he truly relished.

He loved telling jokes and
even had a few good ones now
and then.

Gene was ornery but fierce-
lyloyal, endlessly entertaining,
and always himself. His heart
was indeed one of the biggest
ever known.

Whether volunteering in his
church, helping fix a car, giv-
ing somebody a ride, or help-
ing a friend, Gene’s generosity
knew no bounds. He never hes-
itated to lend a helping hand.
His presence was a source of
joy, strength, and unwavering
support to many.

He was a devoted father and
husband and the best friend
one could ask for.

Gene is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 57 years, Connie
Schimpf; sisters-in-law Susie
Schimpf of Willard, Missouri;
Karen Enns (and husband Pete)
of Kingsburg, California; and
Cindy Wohlgemuth of Clare-
more, Oklahoma; as well as his
cousins, nephews, and nieces —
all of whom Gene loved.

He was preceded in death by
his daughter, Stephanie Callah-
an; his parents, Ezraand Kath-
ryn Schimpf; his brother, Jon
Schimpf; and brother-in-law
Willis Wohlgemuth.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly encourages donations to the
organizations Gene was deeply
passionate about: Black Moun-
tain Presbyterian Church En-
dowment, 117 Montreat Rd,
Black Mountain NC28711 and
Givens Philanthropy, Highland
Farms Life Enrichment, 200
Tabernacle Rd, Black Moun-
tain NC 28711.

Farmers market
vouchers offered

Vouchers that allow low-in-
come seniors to get fresh pro-
duce from farmers markets,
produce stands, and farm stores
will be available July 14.

The program had been de-
layed this year because of bud-
get uncertainty.

To qualify, participants
must be 60 years old or older
and meet income requirements.
Members of Indian tribal orga-
nizations qualify at age 55 and

older if they meet the same in-
come requirements.

Weekly income limits are
$557 for a household of one,
$753 for a household of two,
and $196 for each additional
household member.

Vouchers may be picked up
8a.m. to4:30 p.m. starting July
14 at Marion County Depart-
ment on Aging in Marion Se-
nior Center.

Free movies
planned at library

Marion City Library will
show free movies at 2 p.m. four
consecutive Wednesdays, start-
ing July 9.

Snacks will be served. All
ages will be welcome, but chil-
dren 8 and younger must be
with an adult.

The library isn’t allowed to
announce movie titles in the
newspaper but can provide
them by phone at (620) 382-
2442.

Here’s a schedule and sum-
mary of the plots of the mov-
ies:

July 9 — A 90-minute, PG-
rated film in which adventur-
ous Harold can make anything
come to life simply by drawing

off more hilarious high jinks
than he thought possible.

July 16 — A 104-minute, PG
film in which 12-year-old Bea
moves into her grandmother’s
apartmentand discoversahid-
denworld of imaginary friends
she tries to reunite with their
original children.

July 23 — A 96-minute, PG
film about teenager Riley An-
dersen whose world is about
to change upon entering high
school.

July 30 — A 91-minute PG
film about a police dog who is
fused with his human police of-
ficer during harebrained sur-
gery after they are injured and
must stop a villainous cat from

it. His trusty purple crayonsets ~ creating an evil kitten.
SENIOR CENTERS
Menus subject to change. Milk avail- PEABODY

able with all meals.

HILLSBORO

Reservations accepted at (620) 947-
2304.

Thursday — Cheeseburger on bun
with lettuce, tomato, and onion; pota-
to salad; coleslaw; strawberries and ba-
nanas.

Friday — Closed.

Monday — Sloppy Joe with bun,
potato wedges, green beans, apricots,
cookie.

Tuesday — Salmon patty, macaroni
and cheese, California blend vegetables,
applesauce, garlic bread.

July 9 — Barbecue pork on bun with
coleslaw, baked beans, peaches.

July 10 — Taco salad, Spanish rice,
refried beans, salsa, hot spiced apples,
corn chips.

MARION

Reservations accepted at (620) 382-
2942.

Thursday — Cheeseburger on bun
with lettuce, tomato, and onion; pota-
to salad; coleslaw; strawberries and ba-
nanas.

Friday — Closed.

Monday— Sloppy Joe on bun, potato
wedges, green beans, apricots.

Tuesday —Hamand beans, coleslaw,
apricots, cookie, cornbread.

July9—Tacosalad, refried beans, sal-
sa, apples, chips.

July 10 —Barbecue porkon bun, cole-
slaw, baked beans, peaches.

Reservations accepted at (620) 983-
2226.

Thursday — Cheeseburgerwith bun,
lettuce, tomato,and onion; watermelon;
strawberries and bananas.

Friday — Closed.

Monday — Sloppy Joe with bun,
potato wedges, green beans, apricots,
cookie.

Tuesday — Salmon patty, macaroni
and cheese, California blend vegetables,
applesauce, garlic bread.

July 9— Oven-fried chicken, mashed
potatoes with gravy, green beans with
onions, strawberry shortcake, dinner
roll.

July 10 — Barbecue pork with bun,
coleslaw, baked beans, peaches.

COLLEGE

DEGREES AND HONORS

These Marion County students were list-
ed this past week as receiving degrees or
honorsfrom colleges oruniversities. Grade-
pointaveragesof4.00indicateall A’s; 3.00
indicate all B's.

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY

Dean’s honor roll (3.60 GPA or better)

Goessel —Kale Funk.

Hillsboro — Eyerusalem Driggers.
Lehigh — Jessica Saunders.
Marion — Calli Burkholder.
Peabody — Ashley Eggers.

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY

Bachelor’s degree
Burns — Austin Broadie, finance.

Church directory

Up-to-date schedules
provided by churches

Email weekly updates to church@Mari-
onCountyRecord.com.

AULNE BIBLE
1404 Pawnee Rd., Marion
Bryan Lowery, Pastor

Worship......coovvennininnn. 9:10a.m.
Sunday school................ 10:45a.m.

Nursery and children’s church avail-
able during morning worship.

Wednesday — Work on Operation
Christmas Child boxes, 6:30 to 8 p.m.,
Phoebe Janzen's house.

Thursday —Women's prayer group, 7
p.m., Betty Just’s house.

Friday — Women's Bible study, 10a.m.
or2 p.m., Phoebe Janzen's house.

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST
201 W. 5th St., Florence
Gathering/coffee................ 10a.m.
Worship....o.oovvvviiiiiinnns 1Tam.

Guest pastor, Kevin Seuser.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Roman Catholic churches in Florence,
Marion, Pilsen, and Tampa
Father Isaac Coulter

Florence................ 5 p.m. Saturday
Marion ................ 8:30a.m. Sunday

noon Tuesday, noon July 9
Pilsen.......coovvvvnnnn. noon Thursday,

10:30 a.m. Sunday
Tampa....oovevenennns 6:30 p.m. Friday
Confessions 30 minutes before every
Mass for 20 minutes.
Saturday — Extra confessions, 3 p.m.,
Marion.
July 9 — Sacristan training, 7 p.m.,
Marion.

OURSAVIORLUTHERAN
320 Cedar St., Marion
John Werner, pastor
Bibleclass ........ooevvevinininn 8a.m.
Divine service ...........o.ovun.. 9a.m.
Thursday — Mission projects, 1 p.m.
Tuesday — Executive board meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

OTHER AREA CHURCH SCHEDULES
ALEXANDERWOHL MENNONITE

Sunday school.............cooeuiins 9:30a.m.
Worship......covvvivinininnn. 10:30a.m.
BURDICK UNITED METHODIST
Worship......oovviviiiiiiieis 1Ta.m.
BURNS CORNERSTONE BIBLE
Worship......covvvviviiiiein, 9a.m.
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF FLORENCE
Worship......c.oovviviiininnn. 10:45a.m.

Free breakfast....

Sunday school..............
Eveningservice .............ooeuiis 6:30 p.m.
COMMUNITY OF CEDAR POINT
WOrship.....covviiiniiiiiia, 9a.m.
EASTMOOR UNITED METHODIST
WOrShip. ..o 9:45a.m.

EBENFELD MENNONITE BRETHREN

WOrship....ovviviiiiiiiininnn, 10:30a.m.
EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Worship......cocovviiiniiiniinns 10:30a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OF DURHAM
Sunday school............cooveniins 9:30a.m.
WOrship.....c.vvviiiiiiiiinns 10:30a.m.
FIRST BAPTIST OF PEABODY
Sunday school..............oeeviins 9:30a.m.

Worship
Facebooklive .............oovieiinis 1Ta.m.
GRACEPOINT
WOrship.....oovveiiiiiiien, 10:30a.m.
GOOD NEWS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Worship....oovvvviiiiiiniiinn, 10:30a.m.
HEBRON LUTHERAN OF BURDICK
WOIShip...ovieeiceieieee 9:30a.m.
HILLSBORO FIRST MENNONITE
Sunday school.............ocveniins 9:30a.m.
WOrship.....oovveviiiiiien, 10:30a.m.
HILLSBORO MENNONITE BRETHREN
Sunday school...............oeuens 9:15a.m.
WOrship.....ovvvvviviiiienens 10:30a.m.
HILLSBORO UNITED METHODIST
WOrship...o.vveeeiiiiiiiiens 10:30 a.m.

Weekly services posted on YouTube.

HOLY TRANSFIGURATION ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN OF HILLSBORO

Liturgy ..o 10a.m.
MARION CHRISTIAN

Sunday School .............cooeuens 9:30a.m.

WOrship...o.vveeiiiiiiiins 10:30a.m.

Tuesday - Bible study, 9a.m.

MARION PRESBYTERIAN
Praise teamrehearsal................... 8a.m.
Worship......vvvviiiiininiiiiinnn, 9:30a.m.
Sermon discussion .................. 7:30 p.m.
PARKVIEW MENNONITE
BRETHREN, HILLSBORO
Sunday School .............cooeuens 9:30a.m.
WOrship......oovvveviviiiinns 10:30a.m.

PEABODY CHRISTIAN
WOrship...o.ovveeiiiiiiiiiins 10:30a.m.

PEABODY UNITED METHODIST
WOrShip...oveeieeieiieeins 10:40 a.m.

ST.JOHN LUTHERAN OF LINCOLNVILLE
WOrship.....ovveeviiiiiiiiiins 10:45a.m.

ST.JOHN LUTHERAN OF TAMPA
Worship.......covveviiiiiiinn. 9:15am.

ST.PAUL LUTHERAN OF PEABODY
WOrship.....ovveeviiiiiiie 9a.m.

STRASSBURG BAPTIST
Sunday school............ccoveninns 9:45a.m.
WOrship.....vvvvvviiiiieeens 10:45a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN OF RAMONA
WOrship...ovvveeviiiiiieens 10:45a.m.

VALLEY UNITED METHODIST
Sunday school..............cveunns 9:30a.m.
WOrship...o.vveeiiiiiiiiins 10:45a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN OF HILLSBORO
Bibleclass..........cocovviiinnnen. 9:15a.m.
WOrship.....ooveeviiiiiiiiins 10:30a.m.

Call (620) 382-2165 or email
ad@mnks.us to help sponsor
these listings each week.

Profess your faith

And let the community know you care

M RECOR

Suneiad Some

Valley Center, Wichita, Peabody *(316) 612-1700 or 249-1907
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Compiled from newspaper files

15 YEARS AGO

JULY 7,2010

Kansas Department of Com-
merce hasawarded $250,000in
tax credits to St. Luke Hospi-
tal Foundation for expansion
of physical therapy and asso-
ciated facilities.

Former Marion resident Pri-
vate 1st Class Ryan Grady, 25,
of West Burke, Vermont, was
killed Friday when his patrol
vehicle struck a roadside bomb
outside Bagram Airfield in Af-
ghanistan. Four others were
seriously wounded. Grady’s
aunt is Diane Carpenter of ru-
ral Marion.

Richard Sardou of R&L Cre-
ations is pictured on the front
page as he sculpts a tree stump
with a chain saw at the vacation
home of Dean Staver at Marion
County Park and Lake.

The 60th annual Marion
County Fair will be July 28
through 31 at the fairgrounds
in Hillsboro. “Apple Pies and
Family Ties” will be this year’s
theme.

A crowd gathered Satur-
day on 240th Rd. west of Lost
Springs to witness the unveil-
ing of an interpretive plaque
on a 1908 monument that has
been relocated from the south
to the north side of the road at
the historic Lost Spring Sta-
tion site. The event included
a demonstration by the Fort
Riley commanding general’s
mounted color guard.

30 YEARS AGO

JULY 12, 1995

Reports ofharvestare mixed.
Yields generally are much low-
er, and quality often is poor.
Youngtown correspondent

Dorothy Hayen writes, “Men
don’t talk about their yields.
They talk about their problems,
like mud holes, breakdowns,
and runs for repairs.”

Barbara Graham and Bever-
ly Ehrlich, known as the Twin
B’s, will display their collec-
tion of dolls and discuss dolls
in general at Doll Day from 2 to
5 p.m. Sunday at Marion His-
torical Museum.

Ruby Dalke of Hillsboro has
writtena book, “Life with Pop,”
that details adventures ofliving
with her father, Peter A. Ko-
slowsky. Born July 4, 1878, he
died June 28, 1963.

Bob and Shirley Smith were
hosts over the July 4 weekend to
a number of guests while also
sponsoring their annual picnic
for relatives and friends.

Reporter Brenden Sager,
writing articles entitled “Eating
around the county,” this week
features Turkey Red Restaurant
in Peabody. Owner Mike Col-
lins believes in making every-
thing, including bread, from
scratch. “We cook the way they
did 75 to 100 years ago,” Col-
lins said.

45 YEARS AGO

JULY' 9, 1980

Marion Chamber of Com-
merce’s third annual July Jam-
boree will be Saturday. A carni-
val atmosphere on Main St. will
include games, refreshments,
and bargains galore, climax-
ing at 9 p.m. with free, fun-
filled family movies in Cen-
tral Park.

The Meierhoff garden in Jex
Addition is one of the most pro-
ductivein town and the envy of
less energetic folks, who mar-
vel at the produce Ernie gets
from his ground. Other than ef-
fort, one reason Ernie has such
success is a good supply of wa-

ter from his windmill-driven
well.

Among early entries in the
Herington Junior Miss compe-
tition July 20 and 21 are Gena
Helmer and Jan Nuss of Mar-
ion and Kim Schaffer of Flor-
ence.

Jamie Shirley and Linda
Williams were voted to the
all-star team of 10 players at
a University of Kansas basket-
ball camp for girls June 19 to
July 4. Jamie also won a tro-
phy as “Outstanding Jayhawk
Camper.”

“Fifty Years of Family Fun”
will be the theme for the 50th
annual Marion County Fair pa-
rade Aug. 28. The theme was
submitted by Virgil Peters of
Hillsboro in a contest. Peters
received a complete set of tick-
ets to grandstand events.

60 YEARS AGO

JULY 15, 1965

Santa Fe Trail Miniature
Wagon Train passed through
Marion County this week.

The caravan, piloted by
youngsters 9 through 16 years
old, accompanied by sponsors
and adult guides, was experi-
encing many of the rigors of the
old Santa Fe Trail and meeting
every emergency in true fron-
tier fashion.

Mike Good, Doug Marler,
and Brad Case were winnersin
adrawing to selectkids to serve
as city officials during the wag-
on train’s visit. Mike was may-
or, and Doug and Brad were
commissioners.

A good roster of capable in-
structors is on hand for the sec-
ond session of Red Cross swim-
ming lessons that will begin
July 30.

Instructors will include
LaVonda Hett, Judy Pankratz,
Helen Jackson, Nancy Klenda,

Casey’s lack of gas not from leak

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

Rumors may say otherwise,
but gasoline storage tanks at
Casey’s General Store in Mari-
onare notleaking, according to
Kansas Department of Health
and Environment.

For several weeks, fuel
pumps at Casey’s in Marion
have had yellow bags over the
nozzles of all regular pumps.

Lately, yellow bags have been
over nozzles of some premium
gas pumps as well.

Countyzoningand environ-
mental director Sharon Om-
stead spoke with KDHE offi-
cials, who sent a team to Mari-
on to see what was going on.

KDHE later reported no
gasoline was leaking into the
ground.

A spokesman for Casey’s at
first didn’t shine much light
on why pumps were not be-
ing used.

“We are in the process of
servicing the fuel tanks at this
store so cannot provide fuel at
this time,” Tierney Israel said.
“We apologize for the incon-
venience.”

Israel later issued another
statement.

“We have no indication of
anissue, and today the Kansas
Department of Health and En-
vironment conducted a third-
party inspection and found
no issues. We are working to
complete the maintenance to

the tanks as quickly as possi-
ble and apologize for the in-
convenience.”

Three workers with Clean
Fuels National were lowering
chains down open covers of
fuel storage tanks last week at
Casey’s. A Casey’s employee
had told one of them that the
tanks had been filled the night
before but showed as empty
Thursday.

Residents’ concerns were re-
lated to test wells installed in
mid-June because of fuel found
in groundwater as a result of
earlier fuel leaks elsewhere.

KDHE had eight test wells
drilled along Main St. to
check for groundwater con-
tamination. One test well was
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across the street from Casey’s,
and another across an inter-
section. Residents were con-
cerned whether storage tanks at
Casey’s might be leaking.

A 1990s spill at the county
road and bridge department
shop was known to have con-
taminated groundwater in the
area. Test wells were drilled last
month because it appeared con-
tamination was more wide-
spread than earlier believed.

Main St. has had several gas
stations spanning it over the
years.

Roma Roebke, Jackie Thomas,
Patty Plenert,and head instruc-
tor Jean Morse.

City workers were busy this
week helping put a new slurry
seal on asphaltic concrete pave-
ment on Main St.

Marion’s softball team beat
Burns’ team 24-14 Monday.
Harriet Bina and Frances Hunt
paced the winners with four
hits each. Binahad ahomerun,
adouble, and two singles while
Hunt had two doubles and two
singles. Mary Ann Finke held
the losers to nine hits. Shirley
Bredemeier was catcher.

75 YEARS AGO

JULY 13,1950

KFBI farm announcer Les-
ter Weatherwax will be master
of ceremonies July 18 at the 4-H
Businessmen’s Picnic in Mari-
on’s city park.

Construction was started
Monday on a new vocation-
alagriculture and gymnasium
building on S. Lincoln St.

More than 70 cars converged
Monday night on Marion as the
firstannual Flint Hills Hereford
Tour made a stop here for sup-
per, a program, and an over-
night stay. Marion Chamber of
Commerce served an evening
meal to close to 200 guests who
filled the city building’s base-
ment dining room.

A geyser of water shot 30 feet
into the air last week when a
water main at the town’s busiest
intersection let loose as work-
ers were preparing to replace a
leaky section with new pipe.

Annual boat races at Mari-
on County Park and Lake have
been set for Aug. 13. This year’s
races may prove more thrill-
packed than those of previous
years. Organizers are expecting
50 to 70 drivers, many of them
known for daredevil antics.
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Johnny Williams and Dan
Brodhead of Marion took part
in Indian ceremonials July 4 at
the second National Boy Scout
Jamboreeat Valley Forge, Penn-
sylvania.

110 YEARS AGO

JULY 8, 1915

The weatherman certainly
did his part to make the Fourth
glorious this year. The day was
so cool that folks wore extra
wraps in the evening. On the
night of the Fourth, the ther-
mometer went down as low as
46.

A.E. Casehas received word
from J.S. Wise that his father,
Tom Wise, is critically ill at his
home in Wichita. Mr. Wise was
one of the earliest settlers of the
county, and his very many old
Marion County friends hear
this news with deep regret.

Ladies of the town who have
been taking an active interest in
purchase of asite for a Carnegie
library have listed subscriptions
to the amount of nearly $700.
They have in mind lots on the
corner across from the park.

About 35 folks enjoyed a pic-
nic Monday at Locklin’s grove
southeast of town, and the af-
fair was much in the nature of
anold settlers’ gathering. Three
who were present have been
here for 55 years, having come
to Marion — or rather, to the
place where Marion is now —
in 1860. Those three were Mrs.
S.C. Locklin, Mrs. E. Baxter,
and Mrs. Fred Lewis. Another,
S.C. Locklin, came in ’61, and
W.H. Roberts came in ’63. It is
of interest to note that while all
came to this country in prairie

schooners, all went to the pic-
nic in autos.

145 YEARS AGO

JULY 9, 1880

A grand mass meeting and
basket picnic by the temper-
ance people of Marion County
are planned for July 24 at Mari-
on Centre, Governor John P. St.
John has formally accepted an
invitation to be present and ad-
dress the people.

Mr. Brewerton has broken
ground for a fine stone busi-
ness building on Main St. —
25 by 80 feet. Thus, the boom
continues.

A train bearing General
Grant westward stopped Mon-
dayafternoon in Florencelong
enough to give citizens of that
place an opportunity to shake
the old hero’s hand.

Kable and Grady, carpen-
ters and contractors and pro-
prietors of the Marion Centre
steam sash and door factory,
have dissolved partnership, Mr.
Kable assuming the whole busi-
nessand becoming responsible
for debts of the firm.

During a heavy rainstorm
Monday afternoon, lightning
struck Lockwood’s business
house. It demolished one of the
chimneys, and the descending
flue entered a room in the sec-
ond story occupied by Mr. Wal-
ton, following the stove pipe
into the stove, scattering soot
andashesall over the room and
considerably frightening Mrs.
Walton, who was in the room
at the time, but doing no oth-
er damage. It was fortunate it
wasn’t worse.
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By FINN HARTNETT
Staff writer

After last weeK’s heavy rains
delayed wheat harvest, county
farmers are finishing up this
week.

Makenzie Joseph at Coop-
erative Grain and Supply in
Hillsboro said a wave of farm-
ers came in after the weather
cleared up.

“Definitely more calls want-
ingto selland get theirloadsin-
to the elevators,” she said. “Alot
of people are trying to dodge
the rain.”

Jerry Beharano, an elevator
operator in Hillsboro, con-
curred.

“It was going good here over
the weekend,” he said. “Then we
got some rain on Sunday.”

Alan Hett, who was three
days away from finishing his
harvest, reported decent yields
but said quality was poor.

“It’s bleached and a lighter
test weight than what it should
be,” he said.

Rain discolored and shrank
the mature grain.

County extension agent
Rickey Roberts was more mea-
sured in his comments, call-
ing the wheat quality “pretty
average.”

Hett said he had seen 55-
to 58-pound-per-bushel test
weights, and that he thought
elevators would dock prices
for test weights of less than 59.

s

Rains leave wheat quality discouraging

STAFF PHOTO BY ERIC MEYER

At 10 p.m. Saturday, farmers delayed by rain line up to bring their grain to Cooperative Grain and Supply’s elevator in Marion.

Hail at Hillsboro damages cars

Quarter-sized hail fell Saturday at Hills-
boro, damaging cars at dealerships there.

Randy Hagen, office manager and former

coming to do repairs, Hagen said. Some but
not all cars will be finished and ready to go
before the weekend, he said.

owner at Hillsboro Ford, said an insurance
adjuster already has inspected car damage.

A spokesman for Midway Motors did not

there’s nothing else,” he said.
“But it’s discouraging.”

Hail storms in Hillsboro
over the weekend were another
concern for farmers, but none of
the people interviewed had ex-
perienced or even heard about
hail harming county wheat.

“Idon’t think the hail did too

“Later this summer, were
going to have volunteer wheat
everywhere, and that can give
us problems with next year’s
wheat if we don’t spray it,” he
said.

“Volunteer wheat” is exact-
ly what it sounds like — wheat

A dent repair company from Newton is

return a call Tuesday.

Beharano said those numbers
sounded accurate.

“The price is already be-
low break-even price, and

now some of it’s going to get
docked for quality issues, too,”
Hett said.

He said some wheat farm-

ers might quit growing wheat
in the future.

“We have to grow some
wheat for rotation because

Implement dealers hopeful

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

Many factors, including
weather, the overall and farm
economies, interest rates, de-
lays in harvest, quality of har-
vest, and concern over tariffs
could affect farmers’ decisions
on buying new implements.

Commodity prices are prob-
ably the biggest driver of wheth-
er farmers buy, or delay buying,
new implements, Mike Rhodes,
salesman at G&R Implementin
Durham, said.

“There’s some uncertainty
on that,” Rhodes said. “I think
there’s interest rates as well.”

New equipment sales are
strongest early and late in the
year because that’s when farm-
ers have figured out their taxes
and have a better idea wheth-

er it’s the best time to buy new,
he said.

No one seems to be delaying
new equipment purchases out
of fear of tariffs, he said.

“ITwould say new equipment
sales are down from previous
years,” he said. “T'would sayit’s
because of dry conditions in the
last few years and commodity

Our business is geared more toward the hay harvest.
In our business, the rain definitely helps.”
— G&RIMPLEMENT SALESPERSON

prices. The prices are on the low
side right now.

“T've been hearing that, for
the wheat harvest, the yields
are doing good, and the out-
look for the fall harvest is look-
ing good because we’re sitting
good on moisture.”

After years of drought, Rho-
des also expects this year’s late
rain to make for better sales.

“Our business is geared
more toward the hay harvest,”
Rhodes said. “In our business,
the rain definitely helps.”

He said interest rates, trend-
ing down a bit, likely would
help boost sales.

Sales aside, G&R has been
doing a booming repair busi-
ness.

“Parts have been good,” he
said. “There is a lot of older
equipment being worked on.”

Mark Berner, outside sales-

man and management team
member at KanEquip in Heri-
ngton, also said repair business
was good this year.

“Iwould think the tariffs are
a concern, especially for new
equipment,” he said. “We’ve
had plenty of rain, so farmers
are buying what they need.”

This year’s hay crop is good,
so KanEquip’s sales are indica-
tive of the season, he said.

“I don’t see people buy-
ing things that are frivolous.
They’re buying what they need
right now,” Berner said. “We’re
seeing people buying hay equip-
ment right now. They’re not
buying a ton of tractors.”

KanEquip also is doing well
with repair work.

“Our shops are busy with re-
pairs,” he said. “They are trac-
tors, combines, balers, and
swathers.”

News

Although farmers always are
concerned about interest rates,
that’s not as important as the
year’s harvest, he said.

« . . .
Lower prices drive interest
rates up,” Berner said. “It’s part
of the economy.”

Although KanEquip is
geared up for any farming
need, the Herington shop does
its best business in hay-relat-
ed products and things that go
along with that.

“With recent rains, there’sa
good hay crop out there right
now, so farmers will invest in
their equipment,” Berner said.
“If there had been a drought,
we wouldn’t be seeing the sales
that we’re seeing.”

New as well as used balers
and swathers are doing well at
KanEquip.

“T hope it keeps raining for
the soybeans and corn crops,”
he said.

Both G&R Implement and
KanEquip sell an assortment
of brands and makes of equip-
ment.

Nursing home, business center get help

By FINN HARTNETT
Staff writer

Salem Home in Hillsboro
will see its heating, ventila-
tion, and air conditioning sys-
tem upgraded after city council
members approved up to $2.5
million in industrial revenue
bonds Monday.

Salem technically will be ti-
tled to the city until the bonds
are repaid.

“It’s eftectively like collat-
eral,” city administrator Matt
Stiles said.

Stiles expects the loan to be
repaid in 10 to 20 years.

“We’ll have to work out with
them what they’re comfortable
with in terms of repayment,”
he said.

The council also voted to
spend $30,000 on staffing for
Central Kansas Entrepreneur-
ship Center, which the city runs
in partnership with Tabor Col-
lege.

The only full-time employee
isits director, Stiles said, so the
money will go entirely to pay-
ing one employee.

Last year, Jeremy Ensey was
director, but he is moving into
a full-time teaching job, and a
new director has not been an-
nounced.

Tabor provides the space,
programming, and personnel

for the center, now in its fourth
year of existence.

“The city has supported this
initiative as a key component of
its rural economic development
strategy, while Tabor aligns the
work of the CKEC with its insti-
tutional mission,” Stiles said.

Two students are renting
spaces for their businesses at
the center. One runs a sports

agency, and the other a leath-
erworking business.

The center also sponsors
events throughout the year.
Usually, these are business-
related challenges, but some
stand out in their quirkiness,
suchasafly fishing class for Ta-
bor students in February and
March.

Stiles said he wasn’t con-

PRETTY

cerned about the low number
of students renting space at the
center.

“A lot of what the CKEC
does is education and work-
ing with people,” he said.

He added that the number
probably would rise with im-
provements to the building.

much,” Beharano said.

Roberts said he was more
concerned about wheat “shat-
ter,” when excess grain is spilled
onto the ground because of rain
at harvest time.

that grows unintentionally be-
cause of past crops.

It can spread streak mosa-
ic virus unless it is promptly

killed.
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Hillsboro man reaches plea agreement on porn charges

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

After spending more than
two months in jail since he
was arrested on suspicion of
probation violation, a Hills-
boro man is scheduled to en-
ter a plea agreement Tuesday
in three cases.

One is his second case al-
leging sexual exploitation of a

child by being in possession of
child pornography.

Bane L. Spurlin, 21, Hills-
boro, was charged Nov. 22 with
10 counts of sexual exploita-
tion of a child for having child
pornography on his comput-
er. According to a complaint
filed against him, Spurlin was
in possession of the porno-
graphic materials Aug. 19.

After a mediation confer-

ence Thursday, he is expected to
enter a plea agreement Tuesday
on the sexual exploitation case
and two cases alleging violation
of the offender registration act
filed Sept. 3 and Dec. 5.

Spurlin was charged April,
2022, when he was a Goessel
High School senior, with four
counts of sexual exploitation of
achild for having child pornog-
raphy on his computer.

The complaint in that case
said offenses took place between
July 18 and Nov. 2, 2021.

He pleaded guilty Nov. 14,
2023, and was sentenced to
three years’ community cor-
rections.

Terms of the plea agreement
he is scheduled to accept were
not available.

Canton man scheduled for plea on 49 sex charges

By PHYLLIS ZORN
Staff writer

After spending nearly a
year and a half in jail await-
ing his day in court, a Canton
manisscheduled to enter a plea
Tuesday on 49 sex charges filed
against him Dec. 18, 2023.

Matthew W. Dudete, 52, is

scheduled for a plea hearing,
not an arraignment.

In an amended complaint
filed June 12, 2024, Dudte was
charged with rape; rape of a
child younger than 14; and 17
counts of aggravated criminal
sodomy.

He also was charged with 19

counts of aggravated indecent
liberties with a child younger
than 14; six counts of porno-
graphic sexual exploitation of
a child younger than 14; two
counts of sodomy; two counts
of aggravated indecent liber-
ties with a child; and one count
each of aggravated incest, ag-

gravated endangering a child,
and incest.

According to the complaint,
the alleged crimes took place
between July 10,2009, and Dec.
29,2022.

Dudte has remained in jail
since his arrest Dec. 19, 2023.
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Items on this page are obtained from
inspection of public records, are sup-
plied by public agencies as a matter of
routine, or are gathered by monitoring
of public radio frequencies. Involved
parties sometimes request thatembar-
rassing items be excluded. However, no
publicagencyis legally allowed to with-
holdinformationthatis partofthe pub-
licrecord, andto befairto all, the news-
paper neverexcludes any item unless it
islegally removed fromthe public record
by legislation or court action.

ACCIDENTS

REPORTED

These accident reports were re-
leased this past week by law enforce-
ment agencies:

SHERIFF

US-56 at Diamond Rd.

Attempting to pass a 2002 Ford
Escape that was turning left in rainy
weather, Eliseo Cisneros, 64, Sunland
Park, New Mexico, clipped the car with
his 2004 Chevrolet Colorado at 2:34
p.m.June 17.

Both vehicles ended upina ditch,
according to one of four accident re-
ports released Friday by the sheriff's
department.

The Escape, owned by Nancy Gib-
son and driven by Katrina L. Furrer,
19, of the same rural Hillsboro ad-
dress, sustained disabling damage
to its left front, hood, and undercar-
riage and was towed. Erik F. Roistach-
er, 20, of Fontana, California, was a
passenger.

Cisnero's pickup remained driv-
able with damage toits right rear. Lu-
ciaR.D.Cisneros, 63, of the same New
Mexico address was a passenger.

Deputy Clayton Philpott's report
blamed the accident onrainy weath-
er. No tickets were listed as being is-
sued.

US-77 south of 30th Rd.

Chelsey D. Lair, 33, rural Potwin,
hit a deer at 11:16 a.m. June 20 with
her2013 Honda Odyssey, which then
veered off the road to the right.

The minivan, bearing Georgia li-
cense plates, remained drivable with
damage along its right side.

Passengers were listed as Forest,
Nev, Ari, and Llewyn Lair, all of the
same address. Their ages were re-
dacted without required justifica-
tion from the open, public record of
the wreck.

190th Rd. east of Holly Rd.

Fourteen-year-old Kinsley M. Watts
of rural Hillsboro drove a 1985 Chev-
rolet 5-10 off the road to the right,
through a ditch, and into a field af-
ter its engine reportedly died at 1:23
p.m. June 24.

Deputy Clayton Philpott’s report
listed heras complying with terms of
what he recorded as a “J09" restrict-
ed license, but such licenses are not
issued to driversyoungerthan 16.Her
license numberwas redacted fromthe
open, publicreport of the wreck, soits
restrictions could not be verified.

The pickup, owned by Richard J.
Watts of the same address, remained
drivable with damage toiits right front
and hood.

190th Rd. east of Pawnee Rd.

Allison N. Shults, 49, Marion, hit
a deer at 9:22 p.m. June 24 with her
2011 Buick Encore, which remained
drivable with damage to its left front
and hood.

HILLSBORO

US-56 at Ash St.

Edmund W. Hartl, 78, Calhan, Col-
orado, was ticketed for failing to yield
afterhe stopped his northbound 2015
Ford F-150 on Ash St.at 8:33 a.m. Sat-
urday and turned left onto US-56 in
the path of an eastbound 2022 Ford
F-150 owned and driven by Brock A.
Lucas, 30, Fairway.

Both pickups sustained disabling
damage and were towed. Hartl's was
damaged on its driver’s side and un-
dercarriage; Lucas’ alongits front half,
undercarriage, windshield, and win-
dows.

Hillsboro ambulance and firefight-
ers were called to the wreck, but no
firewasreported, and no one was tak-
entoa hospital.

dViL

DIVISION CASES

Thisinformation was filed last week
in civil division of district court. If no
address is listed, no address was avail-
able.

Mone Fritz and Kirshawn Stevens
were ordered June 18 to pay Credit Ac-
ceptance Corp. $12,880.74 plus costs
and interest for unpaid bills owed to
Midwest Wholesale.

COUNTY JAIL

ARRESTS AND BOOKINGS

Thisjail roster was obtained Tuesday
from the jail's inmate listing system.

NEW JAILINGS

Joshua A.Bradley, 40, Sylvan Grove,
jailed Friday for 60 days on court or-
ders. Previously jailed Oct. 10 to 15
for allegedly violating his probation;
March 14 and 15, 2023, for failing to
appear in court; and June 21, 2022,
on suspicion of soliciting to distrib-
ute a depressant, possessing mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia, fail-
ing to have a drug tax stamp, speed-
ing, and failing to display evidence of
vehicle liability insurance.

Angela D. Doty, 47, Peabody, ar-
rested Thursday by a sheriff's deputy
forallegedly violating her probation.

Heldin lieu of postinga $10,000 bond.
Previously jailed seven times for a to-
tal of all or part of 36 days between
Dec. 21,2022, and May 9, 2025. Previ-
ous jailings were on suspicion of pos-
sessing stimulants and drug parapher-
nalia, having no drug tax stamp, and
failing to exhibit a driver's license on
demand; on court orders five times;
and for allegedly violating her pro-
bation twice.

Iris T. Laudermilk, 24, Wichita, ar-
rested Monday by a sheriff's deputy
on suspicion of recklessly fleeing or
attempting to elude a law enforce-
ment officer, driving under the influ-
ence of drugs oralcohol, transporting
anopen container of alcohol, reckless
driving, and driving while her license
was canceled, suspended, or revoked.
Bond not set.

FROM PREVIOUS WEEKS

Dakota L. Dillashaw, 31, Marion,
jailed since Sept. 6.

Matthew W. Dudte, 52, Canton,
since Dec. 19,2023.

ErnestL.Edens, 50, no address list-
ed, May 20, 2024.

Curtis L. Findley, 33, Peabody,
June 14,

Paul A. Huddleston, 27, Marion,
March 29.

Sara J. Lanham, 30, Newton, June
14,

Richard T. Litton, 39, Peabody,
Oct. 20.

James R.A. McColl, 52, Lehigh,
Jan. 19.

Mitchell W.McMillen, 47, Peabody,
June7.

Patric G. Patterson, 27, McPherson,
July 2, 2024, though he was absent
from the jail roster for several weeks
during that period.

Nicholas C. Peterson, 41, Peabody,
June5.

Eric C. Pettit, 42, Galva, Feb. 14.

BaneL.Spurlin, 21, Hillsboro, March
28.

Brandon S.Toon, 40, Arkansas City,
Nov. 13.

Athen J. Turner, 24, Loveland, Col-
orado, Jan. 31.

Christopher L. Walker, 19, Hills-
boro, May 23.

CRIMINAL

DIVISION CASES

Thisinformation was filed last week
incriminal division of district court.Ifno
address is listed, no address was avail-
ableon courtrecords or fromjail book-
ing records.

Jaden A. Cutsinger, 29, Hutchin-
son, pleaded no contest March 18 to
driving under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs.

SaraJ.Lanham, 30, Newton, formal-
ly was charged Monday with posses-
sion of methamphetamine, trafficking
contraband in a correctional facility,
possession of drug paraphernalia, and
unsafe turning or stopping.

Brian M. Scheikofsky, 43, Florence,
formally was charged Monday with
domestic battery and disorderly con-
duct.

DEEDS

RECORDED

These deeds were reported last week
as recorded by the register of deeds.
Property addresses come from apprais-
alrecords. Agricultural property descrip-
tions use common road references de-
rived from appraisal records.

Dale Ade Trust to Debra Lynn
Schraad, trustee deed to undivided
third interests in 149.91 acres north-
west of 240th and Alamo Rds. and
124.83 acres south of 330th Rd. be-
tween Alamo and Bison Rds.

Allen R. and Leora J. Grunau Calp
Trust to Patrice K. Brown, trustee deed
to 404 S. Washington St., Hillsboro.

In separate transactions, Gary L.
and Terri A. Penner to Tania A. So-
rensen and Cody L. Penner, 1028 US-
56 along with 32.96 acres.

Todd A.and Dawn J.Helmer to Tay-
lor Ann and Garrett Daniel Helmer,
transfer-on-death warranty deed to
214 S. Eisenhower St., Hillsboro.

Charles M. and Kathryn L. Holub

WEATHER June 24 through 30, 2025

Live, local weather 24/7 at https://mnks.us/weather
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to themselves as trustees, quitclaim
deed to 44.2 acres along with 1660
160th Rd., 154.79 acres southeast of
Old Milland 190th Rds.,and 2466 Sun-
flower Rd. along with 3.6 acres.

Inseparate transactions, Charlotte
A.King-Nickel to William and Jessica
Dykens, then William Dykens, also
known as William Allen Dykens, by
power-of-attorney, and Jessica Char-
lotte Dykens to Lupita E. Guerrero, 704
W. Grand Ave,, Hillsboro.

Gary and Lisa Suderman to Jacob
Williamand Cajsa Diane Vondenkamp,
part of 59.34 acres north of 240th Rd.
between Alfalfa and Bluestem Rds.

Gary W. and Paula Loveless to
themselves, 118.93 acres north of
250th Rd. between Unicorn Rd. and
US-56/77, 230.59 acres east of US-
56/77 between 240th and 250th Rds.,
andundivided fourthinterestin 1acre
north of 250th Rd. between Ulysses
and Unicorn Rds.

Wayne Miles Shirk Revocable Liv-
ing Trust to Scott Frederick and Melis-
sa Lynn David, trustee deed to 152.5
acres northeast of Limestone and
290th Rds. and 78.87 acres west of
Limestone Rd. between 270th and
280th Rds.

Ronald J.and Kathleen S.Beeton to
PaulJ.and Ronda S.Lapping, 6 Hill Rd.,
Marion County Park and Lake.

James Kastl and Dana Kastl Revo-
cable Living Trust to Mary Ann Boice,
306 N. Olive St., Peabody.

Donna D. Slatten to Alan E. Pei-
mann, transfer-on-death warranty
deed to 705 N. Olive St., Peabody.

David Leslie Brown to Spencer Ken-
neth Hemmert, 201 S. Lincoln St., Hills-
boro.

Jennafer A. Sevart to Skylre L.
Stucky, 201 N. Locust St., Peabody.

Mennonite Housing Rehabilitation
ServiceInctoOrchard Ridge LLC, alot
southwest of Orchard Dr., Hillsboro.

EMERGENCY

DISPATCHES

Broadcasts about these fireand am-
bulance calls were monitored this past
week by the newspaper:

JUNE 24

5:18 a.m. — An 81-year-old man
with gastrointestinal bleeding was
transferred by Marion ambulance
from St. Luke Hospital, Marion, to
Wesley Medical Center, Wichita. The
ambulance returned to Marion at
8:23a.m.

8:53 a.m.— An 82-year-old wom-
an who may have suffered a stroke
at Salem Home, Hillsboro, was trans-
ferred by Hillsboro ambulance to As-
cension Via Christi St. Francis Hospi-
tal, Wichita. Theambulance returned
to Hillsboro at 12:04 p.m.

1:41 p.m. — Afire alarm at Goes-
sel Juniorand Senior High School was
determined by amaintenance worker
to be afalse alarm before most Goes-
sel firefighters arrived.

2:16 p.m. — An uninjured 79-
year-old woman who, according to
an alerting service, fell at a home in
the 1100 block of Denver St.in Marion
was helped up by Marion ambulance
attendants. She declined to be taken
toahospital. ATampa ambulance at-

tendant contended that Tampa am-
bulance pagers wrongly were activat-
ed for the call.

5:10 a.m. — A 75-year-old man,
red-faced and experiencing painin his
head and arms at a house in the 200
block of N. Maple St.in Peabody, was
taken to NMC Health, formerly New-
ton Medical Center, by Hillsboro am-
bulance. The ambulance returned to
Hillsboro at 6:52 p.m.

10:46 p.m. — An 88-year-old
woman with a slow heartbeat was
transferred by Hillsboro ambulance
from Hillsboro Community Hospi-
tal to Kansas Heart Hospital, Wichi-
ta. The ambulance returned to Hills-
boro at 1:04 a.m.

JUNE 25

1:04a.m.— An uninjured 62-year-
old woman who fell at Homestead
Affordable Housing in Marion was
helped up by Marion ambulance at-
tendants. She declined to be taken
to a hospital.

1:34 a.m. — A 12-year-old boy
with complications from diabetes
was transferred by Marion instead
of Hillsboro ambulance from HCH to
Wesley. The ambulance returned to
Marion at 4:04 a.m.

8:24a.m.— A dehydrated 53-year-
old woman throwing up at house in
the 100 block of E. 9th St.in Florence
was taken to St. Luke by Marion am-
bulance.

8:30 a.m. — A fire alarm at West-
view Manor in Peabody was quickly
determined by Peabody's fire chief to
have been afalse alarm.

1:17 p.m.— Asparking power out-
let at a home in the 100 block of S.
Roosevelt St.in Marion was checked
by Marion firefighters, who used a
thermal camera to make sure it had
not started a fireina wall.

2:39 p.m. — A 69-year-old man
about to pass out after being out in
hot weather in the 100 block of W.
7th St. in Florence was taken to St.
Luke by Marion ambulance. Florence
first responders were paged but did
not answer.

6:29 p.m.— Dispatchers contact-
ed Marion ambulance by telephone
to arrange for an unspecified trans-
ferfrom St. Luke to Wesley at 7:11 p.m.
The ambulance returned to Marion
at 10:28 p.m.

7:03 p.m.—Hillsboroambulance
stood by in Peabody while a sheriff's
deputy evaluated a possibly emo-
tionally disturbed person there. Tam-
pa ambulance was ordered to stand
by in Hillsboro in case of additional
calls. Both were told to stand down
at7:34p.m.

7:29 p.m.— Hillsboro Fire Depart-
ment’s ladder truck was at Joel Wie-
ns Stadium until 9:28 p.m. for water
games.

THURSDAY

12:11 a.m. — A garbled call from
an elderly woman sent Hillsboro am-
bulance to a farmhouse near 250th
andIndigo Rds. The ambulance took a
“familiar” 78-year-old man with wors-
ening shortness of breath to HCH.

11:41 a.m.— A 70-year-old wom-
an who tripped and fell at Town and
Country Café in Florence was taken to
NMC Health by Marion ambulance.

5:28 p.m.— An 87-year-old wom-
an who fell out of a wheelchair and
hurt her hip at Salem Home in Hills-

boro was taken to HCH by Hillsboro
ambulance.

FRIDAY

11:14a.m.—Hillsboro Fire Depart-
ment’s ladder truck was at Hillsboro
Elementary School until 1:47 p.m.for
water games.

4:39 p.m. — Marion ambulance
and firefighters were dispatched but
quickly were told they would not be
needed at a wreck in which a mow-
er rolled into a ravine at 170th Rd.
and Lakeshore Dr. at Marion Coun-
ty Lake.

4:52 p.m.— An uninjured 75-year-
old woman who fell at Indian Guide
Apartments community centerin Pea-
body was helped up by Marionambu-
lance attendants, who answered the
call instead of Hillsboro ambulance,
towhich the callinitially was assigned
She was not taken to a hospital.

8:36 p.m. — A 20-year-old wom-
an complaining of heat exposure at
Casey's General Store in Hillsboro de-
clined to be taken to a hospital by
Hillsboro ambulance.

8:50 p.m. — In a call arranged by
telephone instead of dispatchers,
Marion ambulance opted to go to
HCH instead of Hillsboro ambulance
and transfer an unspecified patient
to Wesley.

SATURDAY

8:38a.m.— Two peopleinvolved
in a two-vehicle wreck at US-56 and
Ash St. in Hillsboro declined to be
taken to a hospital by Hillsboro am-
bulance. Marion ambulance headed
thatway as well but was told to stand
down. Hillsboro firefighters checked
the vehicles for fire danger.

10:27 a.m.— Hillsboro ambulance
and Peabody firefighters initially were
sent to a one-vehicle wreck at 110th
and Indigo Rds. but were told they
wouldn't be needed.

10:55 a.m. — Goessel firefighters
were sentto Bethesda Home in Goes-
sel to reset an errant fire alarm.

3:33 p.m. — Goessel firefighters
spent more than two hours direct-
ing traffic after a non-injury accident
blocked K-15and 80th Rd. Awedding
nearby complicated the situation.

4 p.m. — A 78-year-old woman,
dizzy and with low blood pressure
at a home in the 600 block of Sher-
man St.in Marion, was taken to HCH
by Marion ambulance.

5:53 p.m.— An EagleMed helicop-
tertransferred an unspecified patient
from St. Luke to Wesley.

10:37 p.m.— A 90-year-old wom-
anwithan obstructed esophagus was
transferred by Marion ambulance
from St. Luke to Wesley.

10:57 p.m. — Burns firefighters
were called to check a neighbor’s un-
attended brush fire in the 400 block
of N. Cincinnati Ave. in Burns. They
did not extinguish the fire but told
the neighbor to watch its smolder-
ing embers.

11 p.m. — Hillsboro ambulance
was told to wait until 1:18 a.m., when
Marionambulance returned, to trans-
fer an 86-year-old woman with in-
ternal bleeding from HCH to Wesley.
Theambulance returned to Hillsboro
at3:21am.

SUNDAY

6:45 p.m. — A 44-year-old wom-
an who may have suffered a seizure
oracardiac episode ata home in the
300blockof S. Ash St.in Hillsboro was
taken to NMCby Hillsboro ambulance
afterattendants first conferred by ra-
dioand telephone with HCH person-
nel. The ambulance returned to Hills-
boro at 8:20 p.m.

MONDAY

12:10a.m.— A75-year-old wom-
an with a heart condition was trans-
ferred by Marion ambulance from St.
Luke to Wesley Woodlawn Hospital,
Wichita.

12:29 a.m. — Peabody firefight-
erswere dispatched foranotherfalse
alarm at Westview Manor.

11:16 a.m. — A bicycle rider re-
portedly hit by a carwas checked out-
side the sheriff's office in Marion but
declined to be taken to a hospital by
Marion ambulance.

3:29 p.m. — An 82-year-old man
atafarmhouse near 110th and Chish-
olm Trail Rds. was taken by Hillsboro

Business director

ambulance to NMC Health after fall-
ing outside the day before. Goessel
first responders were paged but did
not answer.

4:48 p.m.— With Hillsboro ambu-
lance notyet back from Newton, Mar-
ion ambulance was sent to Parkside
Homesin Hillsboro to take an 82-year-
old woman with a diminished blood-
oxygen level to NMC Health.

OFFENSES

REPORTED

These offense reports were re-
leased this past week by law enforce-
ment agencies:

SHERIFF

Vehicle theft

A 2008 Ford Edge owned by Daryl
D. Regier of rural Newton and val-
ued at $6,000 was reported stolen
between 1a.m.June 18 and 1 a.m.
June 24from where it was parked near
110th and Falcon Rds., according to
one of two offense reports released
Friday by the sheriff's department.

Misdemeanor theft

Four tires and rims, together val-
ued at $1,000, were reported by own-
er Nancy Marr of Hillsboro as being
stolen June 22 or 23 from the former
CedarRest “poorfarm”that she owns
near 160th and Old Mill Rd.

POLICE

ACTIVITY REPORTS

Lawenforcement agencies provided
these reports of their activities this past
week. Routine activities such as patrols,
inspections, training, report-writing,
and assistance to other agencies are
excluded. Dates may reflect starting
orending dates of officers’shifts rather
than actual dates of occurrence.

HILLSBORO

June 23 — Police talked to a resi-
dent about a dog bite and warned a
driver for running a stop sign at US-
56 and Ash St.

June 24 — Adriver was warned for
being in Memorial Park after hours.
Police talked to aresidentabouta civ-
ilmatterand helped adriveratDand
Washington Sts.

June 25 — Rural Water District
No. 4 was notified of a leak at US-56
and Indigo Rd. A driver was warned
for running a stop sign at Ash and D
Sts. Police met with a resident about
acivilissue.

Thursday — Police patrolled
downtown on foot, checked city
streetlights, spoke toaresidentabout
acivilmatter,and helped collect from
a ditch cargo a driver lost at US-56
and Kanza Rd.

Friday — A dog was reported
loose in the 600 block of S. Lincoln
St. Property seized in an earlier case
was returned to its owner.

Saturday — A driver was ticket-
ed for failing to yield while turning
left after a wreck at US-56 and Ash
St. A dog reportedly left inside a ve-
hicle in the 100 block of N. Main St.
was not found. A dog loose in the
200 block of N. Washington St. was
captured and taken to a veterinary
clinic. Police helped a driver at US-56
and Falcon Rd.

Sunday — Police followed a ve-
hicle about which a traffic complaint
had been made in McPherson Coun-
ty but observed no infractions. They
also checked on afalse alarm at Hills-
boro Elementary School.

MARION

June 24 — Police investigated a
shoplifting complaint at Dollar Gen-
eral but filed no charges. They also
talked toaresidentabout registering
a special-purpose vehicle.

June 25 — Drivers were warned
for speeding near Main and Elm Sts.,
near US-56 and Ridge Rd., and near
US-56 and Cedar St. and for having a
defective license plate light at Kelli-
son St.and Eisenhower Dr.

Thursday — Police helped search
for a stolen semi-trailer truck, but it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

BURDICK

MEAT MARKET
and LOCKER

= Retail meats, jerky, sticks for
sale

= Slaughtering cattle, sheep,
hogs, goats Wednesdays

= Cost per pound hanging

= Call Dan at (785) 983-4388 for
emergency slaughtering.

8to noon, 1to 5 weekdays
8 to 11 Saturday mornings

(785) 983-4818

Flaming’s pe
%

PLUMBING + HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING
113 S. 2nd St., Marion

(620) 382-2181

fax (620) 382-2196

Ge?ﬁ“?!‘:” LENNOX D

CENTRAL AG

CROP & PASTURE
SPRAYING

Matt Onith

OWNER/PILOT

THRUSH78@YAHOO.COM
CELL (785) 844-0181

1835 UPLAND RD.
MARION

Stay in the Hills and save
money by taking fully
transferrable gen eds!

@) Butler

Community College

MARION | COUNCIL GROVE
flinthills@butlercc.edu
316.323.6039

ButlerCC.edu

FUNERALM

MARION CHAPEL

Brad Yazel
Funeral director

(620) 382-2112
205 Elm St., Marion

Ay G
CIKS

Residential Roofing
Specialist

Free estimates

Kirt Coslett
(316) 772-7355, Elmdale
RR#23-006091

KELSEY’S

PAINTING SERVICES

* W Interior/exterior painting
W Deck/fence staining
= ® Power washing

B = insured

FREE ESTIMATES
(316) 706-7329

408 Pawnee Rd., Peabody, KS

Richard W. Kelsey, Owner
RWKelsey2@gmail.com

LINE IMITED
Local * Residential
Commercial
Licensed ¢ Insured

(800) 588-2677
(316) 284-9900

Ask your insurance
agent for their contractor
recommendation!

KS REG #13-115018

In business
since 1972

TONY'S

Open sewer, residential
plumbing, p/ﬂmbmg repairs

Jason L. Schafers
309S. Coble St., Marion
(253)579-6712

Animal

Health
_ 0| Center

of Marion County
119 S. Coble St., Marion
(620) 382-8800

Jessica Gernhard, DVM
Rebecca Erwin, DVM

Large and small animal care
indoor boarding  grooming « pet food
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WEEKLY RATES

First 25 words (first two, bold). ...... $ 850
Each additionalword ............... 35¢
Each additional bold-capsword...... 35¢
“Blind" reply service ............... 10.00
Boxed classifieds and public notices

(percolumn-inch) ................. 14.95
Kansas classifieds statewide ........ 300.00

Pay in advance: Cash, VISA or MasterCard.
Charges for established accounts only.

TOPLACEYOURAD
Online ....ooovvvnevnnnnn. http://mnks.us/ad
E-mail ........... . classified@mnks.us
Fax oo (620) 382-2262
Phone ........... ... (620) 382-2165
Deadline ........ccovevveninns 5 p.m.Monday

All real estate advertised is subject to the Fair
Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrim-
ination based onrace, color, religion or national
origin, oranintention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination.”

CLASSIFICATIONS

14 Real estate

15 Homes for sale
16 Dwellings for rent
17 Forrent

18 Help wanted

1 Personals

2 Pets

3 Lost & found

4 Garage sales

5 Publicauctions

6 Wanted 19 Work wanted

7 Forsale 20 Bus. opportunity
8 Livestock 21 Special notices
9 Food 22 Special services
10 Cars &trucks 23 Cards of thanks
11 Land 24 Kansas classified

12 Feed & seed
13 Lawn &garden

01 PERSONALS

FACED WITHa drinking problem? Per-
haps Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) can
help. Weekly meetings. Open to the
public. Come see us 7 to 8 p.m. Mon-
days at St. Luke Medical Clinic base-
ment, 537 S. Freeborn St., Marion.
MARION CHAPTER of TOPS (Take
Off Pounds Sensibly) 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
days, Hilltop Manor, 1501 E. Lawrence
St., Marion.

6 WANTED

WANT TO rent: row crop farmland.
Will pay top dollar. Call Brock Baker
(316) 249-1907.

25 Public notices

24 KANSAS CLASSIFIED

FAMILY OWNED / operated silage
harvesting business hiring full-time
mechanic/seasonal truck driver. Will
pay $20to $30an hour. Pay based on
experience. Located outside New-
ton, Please call or text (316) 204-0960
if interested.

PLACE YOUR 25-word classifiedinthe
KansasPress Associationand 135 more
newspapers foronly $300aweek. Find
employees; sell your home or your
car. Call the Kansas Press Association

at (785) 271-5304 today!

470A UNTAMED wilderness - hard-
wood timber, covered draws with wet
weather creeks, 6 ponds, good inter-
nal accessibility, northwest Wilson
County, Kansas. LizHendricks, L2 Real-
ty, (620) 330-2438, Ehendricks@L2Re-
altyinc.com

SECLUDED 3B 1%2-bath stone home
on 1.8 acres with 2-car garage and
2,500-sqaure-foot shop. Cedar Vale,
Kansas. LizHendricks, L2 Realty (620)
330-2438, Ehendricks@L2Realtyinc.
com

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and Cialis us-
ers! A cheaper alternative to high
drug store prices! 50 pill special, on-
ly $99! 100% guaranteed. Call now:
(866) 481-0668

WE BUY vintage guitars! Looking
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson mandolins /
banjos. These brands only. Call for a
quote. (877) 560-1992

CASH PAID for high-end men's sport
watches. Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner, and Speedmaster. Call
(866) 481-0636

16 DWELLINGS FOR RENT

COUNTRY LIVING - 3 bed/2 bath
farmhouse coming up for rent in
northern Marion County. Call (785)
479-7555 for details and availability.

17 FOR RENT

STORAGE UNITS available - North
Roosevelt or South 3rd Street, Marion.
Many sizes, yearly rates. Call Jim, (316)
284-2231 or call (316) 284-1299.

18 HELP WANTED

GOT AN unwanted car? Donate it to
Patriotic Hearts. Fast, free pick up. All
50 states. Patriotic Hearts' programs
help veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: (877) 560-
5087

BATHAND shower updatesinaslittle
asoneday! Affordable prices; no pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty and professional installs. Senior
and military discounts available. Call:
(866) 481-0747

B CNAFT evenings,
and nights

B CMAPT evenings

Applications can be

Now accepting applications for
B FT HIM/Medical

B Eveping shift nurse

records

STOP OVERPAYING for healthinsur-
ance! Arecent study shows thata ma-
jority of people struggle to pay for
health coverage. Let us show you how
much you cansave. Callnowforano-
obligation quote: (888) 519-3376. You
willneed to have your ZIP code to con-
nect to the right provider.

INJURED IN an accident? Don't ac-
ceptthe insurance company’s first of-
fer. Many injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the $10,000's.
Get afree evaluation to see what your
caseis really worth. 100%free evalua-
tion. Call now: (888) 920-1883

AGING ROOF? New homeowner?
Storm damage? You need a local ex-
pert provider that proudly stands be-
hind their work. Fast, free estimate.
Financing available. Call (877) 589-
0093.Have ZIP code of property ready
when calling!

WATERDAMAGE cleanup and resto-
ration: a small amount of water can
lead to major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your family
and yourhome’s value! Call 24/7.(877)
586-6688.Have ZIP code of service lo-
cation ready when you call!

PROFESSIONAL LAWN service: Fer-
tilization, weed control, seeding, aer-
ationand mosquito control. Call now
forafree quote. Askabout ourfirstap-
plication speciall (833) 887-1317.

NEED NEW windows? Drafty rooms?
Chipped or damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New, ener-
gy efficient windows may be the an-
swer! Call for a consultation and free
quote today. (866) 766-5558. You will
need to have your ZIP code t

25 PUBLIC NOTICES

First published June 18,

2025, in the Marion County
Record, Marion, Kansas (3t)
INTHE DISTRICT COURT OF
MARION COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
Deana L. Olsen, Deceased
Case No. MN-2025-PR-000021
Notice of Hearing
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PER-
SONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that a Petition
has been filed in this Court by LorriL.
Jost, one of the heirs of Deana L. Ols-
en, deceased, praying:
Descentbe determined of the follow-
ing described real estate situated in
Marion County, Kansas:
Anundivided ten percent (10%) in-
terestinthe Southeast Quarter (SE/4)
of Section Thirty-Five (35), Township
Nineteen (19) South, Range Three (3)

is 1,980 feet North of the South line
of said Quarter; thence East 880 feet
to the East line of said SW/4; thence
North 671.7 feet, more or less, to the
point of beginning.
and all other Kansas real estate owned
by decedent at the time of death. And
that such property and other Kan-
sas real estate owned by the dece-
dentat the time of death be assigned
pursuant to the laws of intestate suc-
cession.
You are required to file your written
defenses thereto on or before July
21,2025, at 9:00 a.m., in the District
Court, Marion, Marion County, Kan-
sas,at which time and place the cause
will be heard. Should you fail therein,
judgmentand decree will be entered
in due course upon the Petition.
Lorri L. Jost, Petitioner
WISE &REBER, L.C.
120 W. Kansas Ave., Suite B McPher-
son, KS 67460
(620) 241-0554
Attorneys for Petitioner
M-40-41-42-2731
First published July 2,2025 in
the Marion County Record,
Marion, Kansas (3t)

INTHE DISTRICT COURT OF
MARION COUNTY, KANSAS
CIVIL DEPARTMENT
Deutsche Bank National Trust
Company, as Trustee for Novastar
Mortgage Funding Trust, Series
2007-2, Novastar Home Equity Loan
Asset-Backed Certificates, Series

2007-2
Plaintiff,
vs.
Byron McFadden aka Leslie Byron
McFadden (Deceased), Carol A.
McFaddenakaCarol Arlene McFadden,
Jane Doe, and John Doe, et al,,
Defendants
Case No. MN-2025-CV-000029
Court No.
Title to Real Estate Involved
Pursuant to K.S.A. §60

NOTICE OF SUIT

STATE OF KANSAS to the above
named Defendants and The Unknown
Heirs, executors, devisees, trustees,
creditors,and assigns of any deceased
defendants; the unknown spouses
of any defendants; the unknown
officers, successors, trustees, creditors
and assigns of any defendants that
are existing, dissolved or dormant
corporations; the unknown executors,
administrators, devisees, trustees,
creditors, successors and assigns
of any defendants that are or were
partners or in partnership; and the
unknown guardians, conservators
and trustees of any defendants that
are minors or are under any legal
disability and all other person who
are or may be concerned:

You are hereby notified that a
Petition has been filed in the District
Court of Marion County, Kansas
by Deutsche Bank National Trust
Company, as Trustee for Novastar
Mortgage Funding Trust, Series 2007-2,
Novastar Home Equity Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 2007-2,
praying to foreclose a mortgage on
the following described real estate:

LOTS 1, 2, 3 AND 4, BLOCK 3,

KLIEWER'S SECOND ADDITION TO

THE CITY OF HILLSBORO, MARION

COUNTY, KANSAS.

AND

LOT 1,BLOCK 2, PRIEB'S ADDITION

TO THE CITY OF HILLSBORO,

MARION COUNTY, KANSAS.

Parcel ID No. 057-138-33-0-40-06-

013.00-0. Commonly known as 209

S Date St., Hillsboro, KS 67063 (“the

Property”) MS 189070
andallthose defendants who have not
otherwise been served are required
to plead to the Petition on or before
August 12, 2025 in the District Court
of Marion County, Kansas. If you fail
to plead, judgment and decree will
be entered in due course upon the
request of plaintiff.

MILLSAP & SINGER, LLC

By: Dwayne A. Duncan, #27533
dduncan@msfirm.com
612 Spirit Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
(636) 537-0067 (fax)
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
MS 189070.456436 KJFC
MILLSAP &SINGER, LLCISATTEMPTING
TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
M-42-43-44-2735
First published July 2, 2025,
in the Marion County Record,
Marion, Kansas (3t)
INTHE DISTRICT COURT OF
MARION COUNTY, KANSAS
INTHE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
GERALD SCOTT FRANZMANN, De-
ceased
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PER-
SONS CONCERNED:
You are notified that on a petition for
issuance of Letters of Administration
was filed in this Court by Michael P.
Franzmann, an heir of Gerald Scott
Franzmann, deceased.
All creditors of the decedent are noti-
fied to exhibit theirdemands against
the Estate within the later of four
months from the date of first publi-
cation of notice underK.S.A. 59-2236
and amendments thereto, or if the
identity of the creditor is known or
reasonably ascertainable, 30 days af-
teractual notice was given as provid-
ed by law, and if their demands are
not thus exhibited, they shall be for-
ever barred.
Michael P. Franzmann, Petitioner
3467 Vamoose Court
Castle Rock, CO 80108
(303) 548-6555
michael.franzmann@gmail.com
M-42-43-44-2736

First published July 2, 2025, in the Marion County Record, Marion, Kansas (1t)

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
The governing body of
Doyle Township
Marion County

will meet on July 22, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at 873 Bluestem Rd, Florence for the purpose of hearing and answer-
ing objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amount of ad valorem tax.
Detailed budget information is available at Marion County Clerk's Office-200 S.
Third St. Suite 104, Marion and will be available at this hearing.

BUDGET SUMMARY

Proposed Budget 2026 Expenditures and Amount of 2025 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum lim-
its of the 2026 budget. Estimated Tax Rate is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

obtained at www. : Prior Year Current Year Proposed
salemhomeks.org A0 East of the 6th P.M,, Marion Coun- Actual 2024 Estimate 2025 Budget 2026
oryou can fax . . . ty, Kansas, EXCEPT a tract more par- P
resume to — () ticularly described as follows: Com- Budaet Amount ol:soe-d
(620) 947-1465 e alem - AOIme mencingata pointon the Southline Actual Actual Authgrity 0f2025 E':timat-
attn: Virgie 02S. Ash St_Hillsboro KS 67063 of said SE/4 of Section 35-19-3-836 Expen- Tax Expen- Tax | forExpen- | AdValor- | edTax
70435 Ash St., Hillsboro, K3 67 fefet YXESSE gf t:e SOL:\fhEE:St ,cor?\:; Fund ditures | Rate* | ditures | Rate* | ditures em Tax Rate*
oo e/ e o oo | General 3413 | 1389 3040 1310] 17000 4379 1310
. . [PP o o f Totals 3,413 1.389 3,140 1.310 17,000 4,379 1.310
Y 00°00'00" E a distance of 350 feet; : : ! ’
Ma"(_’" co_unty Aﬂorney_s Office thence $ 90°00'00" E a distance of Revenue NeutralRate** | 1.330
_ islookingto hire a part-time 41151 feet; thence S 18°18'18" W Less: Transfers 0 0 0
Admln |strat|ve SpeC|allst a distance of 342.32 feetthenceS ot Expenditure 3413 3140 17000
o ) ] ] o 00°00'00" W a distance of 25 feet )
Position involves routine clerical and office duties, includ- tothe point of beginning, contain- 10t Tax Levied 4447 4,447
m% leg abnd scAanInmg documentsf a?fq assisting other ing 2.84 acres more or less subject  Assessed Valuation:
staff members. Atleast one year of office experience is to existing road right- of-way. Townshi 3,200,295 3,393,383 3,342,085
preferred. A positive attitude, great organizational skills, An undivided five percent (5%)in- ¢ dP Indebted
and attention to detail are importantin this position. Back- terest in a part of the Northeast 0" NAEDIEANEss,
ground checkis required. Quarter of the Southwest Quarter ~ Jan! 2023 2024 2025
Applications available at Marion County Administrator’s (NE/4 SW/4) of Section Thirty-Five  G.O.Bonds 0 0 0
office in the Courthouse or at www.marioncoks.net/em- S5)'T°¥Vh”5h'lé)3;\‘énete$nh(196) io;yt;' Other 0 0 0
ployment. Return completed applications to the Marion ange Three (3) Eastorthe 6thPM,, -
County Attorney’s Office; 202 S. 3rd St., Suite A, Marion. Marion County, Kansas, more par- Lease Purchase Principal 0 0 0
(620) 382-2243. Open until filled. EOE. ticularly described as follows, to wit: Total 0 0 0
\ Beginning at the Northeast cor- “Tax rat dinmil
b MAR ION ner of the SW/4 of said Section 35; **ax rates are expressed in mis.
s 'Lﬁﬁ thence Westalongthe Northlineof ~  Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988
i &  COUNTY, KANSAS said Quarter880feet;thence South ~ Kathy Inlow
e ’ 671.7 feetmoreorlesstoapointthat ~ Treasurer M-42-2737
[ ]
: Offi t t on back d check
CHIEF: Offer contingent on background chec
FROM PAGE 1 cials had failed to conduct man-

most recent job, the main
school resource officer at Rose
Hill schools.

He was chief of the school’s
police department, a separate
entity from the Rose Hill police
department, from 2019 to 2024.
He was the only officer in the
department for the majority of
his time with the school.

School resource officers pro-
vide security and attempt to
build relationships with stu-
dents. Officers possess the same

authority as those in regular
law enforcement.

The department was creat-
ed because the school “didn’t
have a great working relation-
ship” with Rose Hill police de-
partment, school district hu-
man resources director Lucy
Brown said.

“He’s a very nice guy,”
Brown said. “He had some
health issues, and had to take
aleave of absence, and I honest-
ly thought he wasn’t going to be

able to do police work any lon-
ger. 'm glad to hear that that’s
changed.”

She declined to comment
on specifics of Neal’s health
problems.

Neal was a patrol officer in
Hutchison from 2000 to 2007,
achiefin Halstead in 2008 and
2009, and a chiefin St. John for
seven months in 2011.

He has worked other jobs
as well, including a 11-month
stretchasa criminal justice in-

For the Record o

FROM PAGE 8

was not found. They also talked to a
resident about an animal complaint
in the 300 block of W. Main St. Drivers
were warned for speeding near Main
and Lincoln Sts.and twice near US-56
and Upland Rd.

Friday — Police helped deputies
afteramower rolled overintoaravine
near Lakeshore Drive and 170th Rd. at
Marion County Lake. They alsoinves-
tigated a trespassing complaintin the
400 block of Cleveland St., provided a
death notification in the 300 block of
S.Coble St.,and checked on aresident
of the 300 block of Grant St.

Saturday — Areport of fireworks
being shotillegallyin the 700 block of
S.Freeborn St. could not be verified.

Sunday — A golf cart was stolen

from the 100 block of S. Lincoln St.
It was recovered Monday morning.
The case remains under investiga-
tion. Police gave a drunken pedes-
trian a ride home from the 700 block
of E. Main St.

TRAFFIC

DIVISION CASES

This information was filed last week
incourt. Court costs areincluded in any
fines listed. If no hometown is listed,
no address was available on court re-
cords.

Brian L. Baker, failure to wear seat-
belt (age 18 or older) May 21, $30.
Jacob B. Beal, driving while li-

cense was suspended May 28, case
dismissed.

Victoria A. Buckner, vehicle liabil-
ity insurance required May 28, case
dismissed.

Ana Garcia, 80 mph in a 65 zone
May 12, $183.

Shreya M. Mehta, 82 mph in a 65
zone May 30, $195.

Anh Nguyen, 82 mphin a 65 zone
May 25, $195.

Lidya E. Salehe, operating vehicle
without registration or with expired
tag May 27, case dismissed.

Esperanza M. Solis, 81 mphina 65
zone and failure to wear seatbelt (age
18 or older) May 20, $219.

Brittney L. Strickland, 81 mphin a
65 zone May 25, $189.

Louis J. Thurston, 80 mph in a 65
zone May 29, $183.

structor, 18 months as a busi-
ness consultant, and almost
three years as a morning show
hostand play-by-play announc-
er on Ad Astra Radio.

Mayor Catherine Weems
said Neal’s employment would
hinge on a psychiatric evalua-
tion, drug screening, and back-
ground check. The background
check will focus on any crim-
inal history and law enforce-
ment training.

The city has conducted pri-
vate meetings over the past few
weeks in which different can-
didates have interviewed for
the position.

Those present at the meet-
ings have included the coun-
cil, Weems, and private resi-
dents, Roxanne Dalke and Joe
Hutchison.

The city started oft with

Neal “was the top pick unan-
imously,” Weems said.

Peabody’s other vacant city
position is that of city clerk.

A report from Weems on
June 9 stated thata clerk should
be hired within a week, but
plans have s fallen through.

“We thought there was go-
ingto be somebody that was go-
ing to be good for the job, but
it wasn’t going to end up work-
ing out in the end on her side,”
Weems said. “T think her boss
realized that they really want-
ed to keep her and roped her
backin.”

Also discussed at Monday’s
council meeting was a water
quality report mailed to Pea-
body residents.

The report, while emphasiz-
ing that tap water in Peabody is
safe, revealed that three times

datory water testing.

The violations occurred
in October, 2020; November,
2023; and May 2024.

“No bacteriological sam-
ples were pulled during those
months,” Hillsboro water su-
pervisor Morgan Marler said.
“The city clerk and the certified
operator at the time would have
been notified via email and pa-
per copy in the mail multiple
times.”

Peabody receives water from
Hillsboro, but is responsible for
t testing.

“We were not aware of this
until this report came out,”
Weems said. “The people that
were accountable for these in-
stances are gone.”

Many cities do not mail full
reports to residents, but state
law can require mailing if cer-

eight candidates. in the past five years, city offi-  tain violations occur.
Letters «iuo
FROM PAGE 2 ments matter much either. The

stead of facing either the ballot
box or a pine box.

Sadly, many voters don’t do
their own research and arelazy
enough to vote for a faceless in-
cumbent. I don’t think endorse-

only endorsement that counts
is your own vote.

Now is the time, while Gov-
ernor Kelleyisalame duckand
halfway neutral, for Kansas to
enact a one-term-onlylaw. Do-

ing so would enhance her leg-
acy and those of her succes-
sors — and all citizens would
benefit.

James A. Marples
Longview, Texas
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SHOP: Volunteers are mostly elderly, in short supply

FROM PAGE 1

from the bottom of a pair of donated
shoes Friday.

She has worked at the store since
20009.

“It fills a void that the community
needs,” she said.

Manager Mary Ann Conyers —
affectionately known by her initials
as “Mac” — has been with the shop
since 2014.

On Saturday, Conyers fluttered
around the second floor, picking out
artificial flowers and wire sculptures to
use in her weekly window display.

“You have to have a theme, not just
tchotchkes,” she said.

The second floor, off-limits to cus-
tomers, is arguably the most interest-
ing part of the building. Most of that is
because of the work of Walter Hein, a
chatty co-chairman of St. Luke Auxil-
iary. Years ago, Hein made the faithful
choice to use cardboard banana crates
to house surplus items.

Hundreds of banana crates now
dominate the room, all neatly stacked
and organized by Hein ina thrifted Li-
brary of Babel.

Hein wore a straw hat, orange-tint-
ed glasses, and an assortment of col-
orful jewelry Saturday, a look at once
agrarian and gaudy.

He is one of two men who regular-
ly volunteer.

The other is Don Molleker, a calm
if quirky preservationist responsible
for lifting heavy furniture, cleaning
and dusting antiques, and scrapping
the material that builds up from un-
wanted donations.

Saturday, Molleker was hard at
work setting up a large beige recliner
($35), which he then moved into one of
the shop aisles. He donned a shirt that
said “T'd rather do it myself.”

So dedicated is Molleker to conser-
vation that he apparently smashes up
every aluminum can he uses to recy-
cleasscrap. Healso likes to take home
material found in the shop.

“T'd hate to see his house.” Hein
joked.

The shop receives about 80% of its
products from the Marion communi-
ty, Blackman said.

The rest come from elsewhere in
Kansas, usually people who have vis-

ited the shop and prefer donating to it
instead of to a larger chain.

“They see how clean and how nice
we keep the shop, and they know
that it’s going to our hospital,” Black-
man said. “We had awoman who had
been closing down her bridal shop in
Hutchinson, and so instead of giving
them to Goodwill or the other larg-
er organizations, she brought seven
beautiful brand new bridal dresses.”

The shop accepts all kinds of
clothes, decorations, and appliances.
Donations vary based on “who dies
and when the Kkids clean out the ga-
rage,” as Molleker put it.

Things to avoid donating include
lawn mowers, large equipment, and
computers with unknown origins.

Clothes with holes or stains will be
sent by the shop to mission organiza-
tions in Wichita and El Dorado.

“STAFF PHOTO BY FINN HARTNETT
Tiny tots appreciate the variety of children’s toys in the auxiliary shop.

“Though you have to be careful
with these jeans that purposely have
holes in them,” Blackman said.

The number of products is never
a problem for the shop. Sometimes,
the auxiliary gets so full it must stop
accepting donations until items are
sold.

Downstairs, Blackman and another
woman stood behind a register.

Behind the store’s two registers,
slightly more upscale items are kept.
Among them are designer handbags
($20 to $80), a working receipt ma-
chine ($20), and an atlas from 1899
($25, slightly used).

The most expensive item in the
store was nearby: an antique Red Wing
crock ($225). It’s rare the shop has such
a specialty item; volunteers expected
it to be gone within the week.

Roughly $3,500 is raised by the

shop each weekend. During the bus-
iest days of the year, the number has
exceeded $10,000.

Cash is king at the auxiliary. The
taxesand training that come with card
readers, Blackman said, creates more
trouble than the machines are worth.
(Sales tax is calculated with a punchy
old register.)

The store does accept checks,
though this is contentious, as the
biggest scam in auxiliary history in-
volved a couple of ne’er-do-wells steal-
ing $400 worth of goods with a phony
check. Police eventually tracked both
thieves down.

The store no doubt could generate
more money with stricter business
practices. Clothes are frequently giv-
en away to those in need, half-price
sales are frequent, and an unspoken
rule is that low-income residents can
sometimes barter at the register. Still,
its communal ethos is beautiful, even
inspiring.

When items are so cheap, and
workers work for free, it becomes easy
to feel a part of something greater than
yourself.

But the shop can work only if
enough people sign up to volunteer,
and staffing is by far the biggest issue
facing the auxiliary.

“We're all getting old,” Blackman
said. “I'd say the average age of the
shop is between 75 and 80.”

While the shop’s website lists 150
volunteers, Blackman said she could
depend on only around 50 to pick up
a shift.

Some key volunteers, like Barbara
Hardin, are moving out of town later
in the summer, and others are at the
end of their tether.

“Mac hasworked 11 years, and she’s
getting tired,” Blackman said.

Globalization and an emphasis on
the individual in society has made it
difficult to convince young people to
volunteer.

“Imoved to Marion in 1972,and at
that time... you didn’t have the free-
dom and mobility you have today,”
Blackman said. Nowadays, adults
“want to keep their weekends free, go
to their sports activities, their family
activities, their vacations.”

Some hospital staff volunteer on
occasion.

St. Luke marketing director Keri
Collett was working the register Fri-
day.

Collett said St. Luke Foundation
was working on recruiting more vol-
unteers.

“There was talk about maybe do-
ing an open house for people to see
the stations and putting it out for ad-
vertising,” she said. “Maybe talking to
some high school students. ... Ithasn't
really come to fruition yet.”

Convincing recent retirees to vol-
unteer probably will be the shop’s best
bet.

“We’ve had some new volunteers
come in that are younger, but you have
to realize, young, to me, could be 60
years old,” Blackman said.

A problem with exclusively elder-
ly volunteers is the physical strain the
work demands.

Molleker seems to be the only reg-
ular capable of lifting heavy furni-
ture.

A conveyor belt leading to the sec-
ond floor has been alife-saver in trans-
porting objects up and down stairs.

“We certainly need some male vol-
unteers to fillin... to help carry heavy
things in or to unload the furniture,”
Blackman said.

Hein expressed a hopelessness to-
wards recent recruitment efforts.

“T could care less if we tried to get
more,” he said. “We've tried every-
thing.”

While St. Luke could survive with-
outits thrift shop, the money the aux-
iliary has contributed to the hospital
is significant.

Ithas financed new equipment and
even branches of the building. The
shop is honored with a multitude of
plaques on hospital walls.

More than that, the shop is commu-
nity-led in the best kind of way.

Its unflappably selfless way of do-
ing things almost forces neighbors to
careabout each other, and the process
puts some of the cheapest clothes and
decorations in the hands of those who
need them most.

Collett was confident the shop
wouldn't be shutting down anytime
soon.

“Ultimately, the Auxiliaryis under
the umbrella of the Foundation,” she
said. “And I don’t think we’d let it.”

DOGS: Tickets possible, but warnings more likely

FROM PAGE 1

knocking me down to the con-
crete, repeatedly biting my head
and face”

Westmoland suffered two
wounds to the head and had
emergency surgery, receiving
28 stitches on her face and neck
and 40 staples in her head, she
said.

She has become so wor-
ried about dogs on her prop-
erty that she now carries a
Taser and a firearm while do-
ing yard work.

She admits she is more
worried than most about an-
gry dogs.

Police can issue citations to
owners ofloose dogs, but when
they do so is up to their dis-
cretion.

More often, a loose dog
whose owner can’timmediate-
ly be found is taken to a veter-
inary clinic.

“Generally, if it’s a one or
two-time issue, we don’t issue
a citation,” Hudlin said. “Peo-
ple are generally fairly embar-
rassed when that happens. They
have to go to the vet, pay the
bill”

If the same dog repeatedly
poses a problem in Marion, a
citation is issued, and the dog is
tagged, taken to Animal Health
Center, and receives shots if
needed.

The owner must paya $10 to
$15 registration fee at Animal
Health Center and $20 for every
day the dog is kept there.

Hillsboro police similarly
tend to forgive residents the
first time a dog gets loose.

“If we wanted to be aggres-
siveand wrote everybody a tick-
etevery time their dog was out,
you'd probably have less dogs
out,” Hiebert said. “But by the
same token, I think people de-

CRIME:

Marion

records lowest rate

FROM PAGE 1

Peabody had the county’s
second highest crime rate, 14.2.
The 13 crimes reported there
included two aggravated as-
saults or batteries, four burglar-

ies, five thefts, and two vehi-
cle thefts.

Rural areas covered by the
sheriff’s department had the
county’s third-highest rate, 7.0,
with 36 total crimes, includ-
ing one rape, seven aggravat-
ed assaults or batteries, 12 bur-
glaries, 12 thefts, and four ve-
hicle thefts.

Among other county areas
reporting crimes, Marion had
the lowest rate, 6.3. Its report-
ed crimes included four aggra-
vated assaults or batteries, two
burglaries, four thefts, and two
motor vehicle thefts.

Three neighboring counties
reported lower crime rates: 3.0
crimes per 1,000 residents in
Morris County, 8.1 in Dickin-
son County,and 9.1 in McPher-
son County.

But some reported higher
rates: 11.9 in Chase County,
12.4 in Butler County, 15.6 in

Harvey County, and a whop-
ping 27.1 in Saline County.

Wyandotte and Sedgwick
counties had the state’s high-
est crime rates, 46.8 and 43.9
crimes per 1,000 residents, re-
spectively.

Data reported by KBI has
significant limitations. It lists
only reported crimes. Crimes
not reported are not includ-
ed. And because numbers of
crimes in smaller jurisdictions
are small, trends and compari-
sons between jurisdictions can
be statistically insignificant.

Moreover, not all data are
complete. In Marion County,
for example, while data from
the sheriff’s office covered all
12 months of the year, data
from Hillsboro and Marion
covered only 11 months, da-
ta from Peabody covered only
nine months, and Florence and
Burns did not provide data.

If all 12 months had been
reported and crime occurred
at the same rate in missing
months, Hillsboro would have
had a crime rate of 20.0, Pea-
body would have had a rate of
15.5, and Marion a rate of 6.9.

serve the opportunity to cor-
rect the problem ifit didn’thurt
anybody.”

Ifthe dog bites or shows ag-
gression toward a human, its
owner almost will always re-
ceive a citation, Hiebert said.

Hiebert pointed out the fi-
nancial burdena citation could
place on a family; court costs in
Hillsboro are $145, and a tick-
et hovers around $60.

In Marion, court costs are
$110 and a fine is $50.

Hiebert conceded thatloose
dogs had been a problem his
entire career and that his staff
was not well equipped to do an-
imal control.

During one memorable in-
stance, officers had to track
down a tranquilizer rifle so
they could knock out an ag-
gressive dog.

“We don’t have the equip-
ment to deal with vicious ani-
mals,” Hiebert said.

Westmoland thinks police
used to write a proper amount
of citations but have since be-
come lax.

Onarecent occasion, West-
moland claimed a neighbor’s
dog approached her fence and
attempted to attack her and her
shih tzu.

“It could have easily knocked
my fence down,” she said. “I
had my Taser in my yard work
bucket, but not my gun.”
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| think people deserve the opportunity to correct the
problem if it didn’t hurt anybody.”

— HILLSBORO POLICE CHIEF

Westmoland has a “no
trespassing” order against the
neighbor, Michael Smith, and
his family.

She also claimed the Smith
family previously allowed their
dogsto urinatein heryardand
made obscene gestures toward
her security cameras.

“Thave emailed three differ-
entlocal copsand talked to two
on the phone,” she said. “Noth-
ing has been done towards the
neighbor — not even a slap on
the hand for violating the no
trespassing.”

Smith lives with his mother
Misty. The family has two dogs,
aboxer and a Chihuahua.

Both of them said Westmo-
land was exaggerating the situ-
ation, though Misty conceded
that she had “flipped her oft”
before.

“We don't ever go in this
woman’s yard,” Misty said. “Ev-
er since Imoved in here, L have
not talked to that woman. ...
Something’s wrong with her.”

Misty said both of the fam-

ily’s dogs were service ani-
mals.

Hudlin said his department
decided not to ticket Smith af-
ter reviewing Westmoland’s se-
curity footage.

“This dude’s riding his bike
down the street,” he said. “He
had the dog on aleash strapped
to the handlebars of his bike.
The dog darts off in one direc-
tion, and he wrecks his bike
into her yard. She wanted to
charge him with trespassing.
We werelike, ‘yeah, that doesn't
work.”

Hudlin said Westmoland
frequently complained about
animals and that her “no tres-
passing” order had likely an-
tagonized both parties.

“There’s no coming back
from it,” he said.

Another neighbor, who re-
quested anonymity because she
“didn’t want to starta war,” also
said Westmoland’s complaints
might be exaggerated.

“Shehas an issue with every-
body,” the woman said. “There
aren’ta whole lot of loose dogs

down here, notas many as there
used to be.”

Hudlin and Hiebert both
said they thought their re-
spective city dog laws were ad-
equate.

“Our city ordinances are al-
ready fairly comprehensive as
far as dealing with animals,”
Hudlin said. “Tdon’t know that
more legislation is necessarily
the issue.”

Westmoland, however,
wants things to change.

“The citations, maybe they
need to go up every time that
the dog gets out,” she said. “No-
body’s perfect. I get that, but not
constantly, and especially with
an aggressive dog.”

She has made some progress
on this front.

On Monday, Marion’s plan-
ning and zoning commission
said it would recommend an
exception permitting her to
build a taller fence.

“I told her I would allow a
four-foot fence with one foot
of lattice on top,” city inspec-
tor James Masters said.

Masters said Westmoland
didn’t realize she could build
a solid screen fence across the
front of her yard and was ex-
cited to hear she could make
that change.
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